ANNUAL  REPORT 


NEBRASKA 


State  Poultry  Association 


FOR  THE  YEAR  1894. 


PREPARED  BY 

ALBERT  LEMEN, 

Secretary  Nebraska  State  Poultry 
Association. 


LINCOLN,  NEB  : 

WOODRUFF  &  OTT,  PRINTERS, 

1S94 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2018  with  funding  from 

This  project  is  made  possible  by  a  grant  from  the  Institute  of  Museum  and  Library  Services  as  administered  by  the  Pennsylvania  Department  of  Education  through  the  Office  of  Commonwealth  Libraries 


https://archive.org/details/proceedingsofann00nebr_1 


LETTER  OF  TRANSMITTAL. 


Office  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Nebraska  State  Pouetry  Association. 

Lincoen,  Nebraska,  March  i,  1894. 

his  Excellency,  Lorenzo  Crounse ,  Governor  of  Nebraska: 

^IRl  compLance  with  the  law  in  this  case  made  and  provided,  I 
'With  transmit  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Nebraska  State  Poultry  Asso- 
ion  for  the  year  1894. 

Very  respectfully, 


ALBERT  LEMEN,  Secretary. 
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REPORT 


OF  THE 


al  Convention  I  Nebraska  State  Poultry  Association 


HEED  AT 


carney,  Nebraska,  January  16-17-18-19,  1894. 


Te  annual  convention  of  the  Nebraska  State  Poultry 
iation  convened  in  the  City  Hall,  Kearney,  Ne- 
a,  Tuesday,  January  16th,  1894,  at  7  .-30  p.  m. 
lr.  A.  S.  Potter  of  Kearney,  called  the  meeting  to  or- 
ld  spoke  as  follows  : 

vadies  and  Gentlemen  :  I  presume  you  are  all  well 
I;  of  the  object  of  this  meeting,  it  is  useless  for  me  to 
linto  detail. 

Carly  last  fall  a  number  of  the  citizens  of  Kearney  real- 
jthe  importance  of  the  poultry  industry  took  steps  to- 
xsecuring  the  annual  meeting  of  the  state  association 
pi  city.  We  were  successful.  Many  of  the  members 
h  association  and  those  interested  in  poultry  raising  are 
with  us.  I  have  no  doubt  but  that  we  will  be  pleased 
n  heir  addresses  and  benefitted  by  the  statistics  they 
place  before  us  in  reference  to  this  industry.  It  is  not 
prpose  however  to  extend  the  welcome  to  the  associa- 

at  wish  at  this  point  to  introduce  to  you  His  Honor, 

' 
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Mayor  Brady  who  will  extend  the  welcome  on  behalf 
our  city. 

After  music  by  the  Midway  Band,  His  Honor,  Maj 
Brady  made  the  formal  speech  of  welcome  as  follows  : 

II 

'  MAYOR  BRADY'S  ADDRESS  OF  WELCOME. 

Mr.  Chairman ,  Officers  and  Members  of  the  Nebraska  Sl<\ 

Poultry  Association : 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen :  I  assure  you  that  it  oc< 
sions  me  pleasure  to  extend  to  you,  on  behalf  of  f 
city,  a  most  cordial  welcome.  When  it  came  to  c 
knowledge,  I  think  about  last  September,  that  there  w 
a  possibility  that  we  might  secure  your  annual  C( 
vention  in  this  citv,  we  set  about  in  our  usual  en 
getic  manner,  to  obtain  it.  I  assure  you  that  after  bei 
informed  by  your  worthy  secretary,  Mr.  Lemen,  that  y 
had  selected  this  city  as  the  place  of  holding  this  convi 
tion,  we  looked  forward  with  great  delight  to  this  time  ; 
ticipating  the  pleasure  we  would  have  in  meeting  you  he , 
both  socially  and  in  a  business  meeting  as  well  as  the  maf 
benefits  we  would  derive  from  your  presence.  While 
expected  that  you  would  bring  us  a  great  display  of  poi 
try,  I  will  say  frankly  that  we  had  no  idea  of  the  numl 
and  excellence  of  the  show  you  have  brought.  It  far  s  1 
passes  our  most  sanguine  expectations. 

I  rather  feel  in  your  presence  to-night,  that  I  am  ; 
dressing  a  number  of  ladies  and  gentlemen  who  are  < 
perts  in  the  poultry  line.  I  believe,  in  fact  I  know,  that} 
have  come  herewith  a  certain  amount  of  definite  knowleci 
which  we  will  be  able  to  obtain  from  you  through  y< 
addresses  and  papers  and  discussions  thereon.  I  am  sf 
that  the  definite  knowledge  which  you  have  will  in  a  sh  I 
time  become  the  common  property  of  the  people  of  t 
community.  Therefore,  you  see  that  I  feel  under  a  debt 
obligation  to  you  for  the  information  which  we  will  derii 
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om  your  presence.  We  wish  you,  while  here,  to  enjoy 
\e  freedom  of  the  city  ;  and  we  ask  you  to  feel  that  you 
,re  in  the  presence  of  friends,  those  who  have  long  look- 
:l  forward  to  this  time  and  anticipated  your  coming.  I 
ust  that  you  will  go  away  from  Kearney  feeling  that  this 
our  first  regularly  organized  State  Convention  has  been  a 
mrough  success.  On  behalf  of  the  city  1  thank  you  for 
oming. 

The  Chairman,  A.  S.  Potter,  then  introduced  President 

|i 

■.  M.  Lewelling  who  responded  as  follows  to  the  address 

F  welcome  : 

I 


RESPONSE  OF  PRESIDENT  LEWELLING. 


1 0  the  Mayor  and  Citizens  of  Kearney : 

We,  the  Nebraska  State  Poultry  Association,  have  come 
|»  your  city  at  the  solicitation  of  some  of  your  citizens  tor  the 
irpose  ol  holding  our  Tenth  Annual  Exhibition  and  Con¬ 
ation.  The  members  of  the  association  have  imposed 
bon  me  the  task  of  responding  to  the  very  cordial  welcome 


tended  to  us  by  His  Honor,  the  Mayor.  We  were  some- 
hat  familiar  with  your  flourishing  city,  with  its  colleges, 
ctories,  mills,  electric  street  railway,  water  works,  indus- 
ial  school,  its  more  than  a  score  of  fine  churches  and 
)lendid  school  buildings.  We  had  heard  of  your  great 
iergy,  we  are  here  now  beholding  it.  Our  reception  has 
een  most  cordial,  and  we  are  more  than  pleased  to  find 
)  many  true  fanciers  among  your  people,  and  many  more 
hose  tendencies  run  in  that  direction,  who,  we  hope,  will 
3  benefited  by  our  convention  and  exhibition. 

We  desired  to  make  here  a  display  of  fancy  poultry  that 
ould  be  second  to  none  ever  held  in  the  west,  and  a  credit 
our  state  and  association.  While  the  breeding  of  poultry 
ay  seem  to  be  a  small  business,  even  by  some  to  be  looked 
)on  with  contempt,  yet  it  is  today  the  most  gigantic  branch 
the  live  stock  industries,  outnumbering  either  cattle, 
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hogs,  wheat  or  corn  ;  from  the  few  statistics  on  file  we  learn 
that  the  poultry  and  eggs  market  in  the  United  States  in 
1892  amounted  to  the  appalling  sum  of  five  hundred  and 
sixty  millions  dollars.  Accept  our  heartfelt  thanks  for  this 
cordial  welcome  extended  to  us  through  your  honored 
Mayor.  We  extend  a  cordial  invitation  to  all  the  fanciers 
of  Kearney  and  vicinity  to  become  members  of  our  associa¬ 
tion  and  thus  help  us  in  raising  the  standard  of  poultry 
breeding  in  Nebraska. 

President  Lewelling  took  charge  of  the  meeting  at  this 
stage  and  proceeded  with  the  regular  order  as  provided  in 
the  rules  of  order. 


Roll  call  showed  twenty-eight  present  in  person  and 
seventeen  by  written  proxy. 

The  rules  of  order  were  then  suspended  and  the  asso¬ 
ciation  proceeded  with  the  formally  prepared  program. 

Secretary  Albert  Lemen,  of  Lincoln  then  addressed  the 
association  on  “The  Past,  Present  and  Future  of  the  Ne¬ 
braska  State  Poultry  Association.” 


Mr.  President ,  Ladies  and  Gentleman ,  and  Fellow  Fanciers: 

We  may  congratulate  ourselves  upon  having  the  privi¬ 
lege  of  attending  this  convention  of  poultry  fanciers,’  the 
first  of  the  kind  legalized  by  a  special  act  of  the  legislature 
ever  held  in  America. 

Nebraska  is  considered  by  her  sister  commonwealths 
as  one  of  the  leading  states  in  poultry  raising.  Without 
doubt  this  initial  step,  taken  by  us  to-night,  will  be  an  in¬ 
spiration  to  fanciers  in  other  states  ;  will  be  the  means  of 
greatly  advancing  the  much  neglected  poultry  industry.  I 
assure  you  that  as  your  secretary  I  have  read  with  great 
satisfaction  the  letters  received  from  the  leading  poultry 
men  of  this  country  congratulating  us  upon  our  progressive 
energy,  that  has  given  us  the  prominent  position  we  now 
occupy  in  the  poultry  world.  Standing  where  we  do  to- 
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night,  it  is  with  great  pride  that  we  can  look  back  upon  the 
history  of  the  past,  mark  the  present  and  look  forward  with 
great  hope  and  expectancy  to  the  future. 

The  first  meeting  of  the  fanciers  called  in  this  state  we 
must  give  credit  to  Prof.  W.  H.  Gardnier.  This  organiza¬ 
tion  was  known  as  the  South  Eastern  Nebraska  Poultry  As¬ 
sociation.  The  first  officers  of  the  association  were  President, 
M.  K.  Walker,  now  Adjutant  of  the  Soldiers1  Home,  Grand 
Island  ;  secretary,  Prof.  W.  H.  Gardnier.  The  first  exhibi¬ 
tion  was  held  in  Pawnee  City  during  the  winter  of ’84  and 
’85,  with  Capt.  James  E.  White,  of  Chicago,  as  judge.  The 
second  exhibition  was  held  at  Sterling,  December  29,  1885, 
to  January  1st,  1886,  with  J.  Y.  Bicknell,  of  Buffalo,  N.  Y., 
as  judge.  The  next  show  was  held  at  Tecumseh  during 
the  winter  of '86  and  ’87,  with  the  veteran  I.  K.  Felch,  of 
Natic,  Mass.,  as  judge.  During  these  three  years  Prof.  W. 
H.  Gardnier  still  performed  the  duties  of  secretary  with  the 
utmost  satisfaction.  At  the  meeting  in  ’87  it  was  decided 
to  hold  the  next  exhibition  at  Lincoln  ;  at  this  time  Gorham 
H.  Betts  was  elected  secretary  and  the  name  was  changed 
to  the  Nebraska  State  Poultry  Association.  The  annual 
shows  have  been  held  in  the  Capitol  city  ever  since — this 
is  the  first  exhibition  ever  held  outside  her  borders.  Judge 
S.  L.  Roberts,  formerly  of  Tekamah,  Nebraska,  but  recent¬ 
ly  of  California,  was  president  for  several  years  and  did 
very  much  to  advance  the  industry  in  this  state.  The  his¬ 
tory  of  the  past  of  our  association  is  far  from  being  com¬ 
plete  without  the  name  of  one  who  accomplished  wondrous 
work  as  an  advancer  of  our  cause,  and  the  hero  of  the  great 
show  of  ’90  with  her  one  hundred  dollar  gold  sweepstake 
prize.  Yes,  the  memory  of  this  great  worker  will  live  for 
time  to  come,  the  name  of  John  R.  Megahn  is  inseparably 
connnected  with  the  past  work  of  our  association. 

In  1892  at  our  annual  meeting  in  September,  we 
elected  as  president  of  this  association  a  man  that  was  new 
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to  a  great  manjr  of  us,  but  having  been  reared  in  God’s 
beautiful  vineyard,  and  proved  himself  to  be  a  successful 
husbandman,  his  friends  had  the  brightest  hopes  for  the 
association  under  his  leadership.  No  sooner  had  he  been 
placed  in  office  than  he  began  work  looking  to  our  incor¬ 
poration  under  the  laws  of  the  state.  Next  we  see  him 
leaving  a  happy  home,  sacrificing  time  and  money,  in 
securing  an  appropriation  from  the  state  legislature  in  be¬ 
half  of  our  industry.  So  great  was  his  desire  to  see  success 
crown  our  efforts  that  he  is  willing  to  leave  all  his  other  work, 
the  entreaties  of  an  amiable  wife  and  the  lisping  of  baby  boy 
as  he  cries  his  first  “papa,”  all  this  is  left,  that  he  may  accom¬ 
plish  for  this  infant  industry  what  his  magnanimous  nature 
had  determined  it  must  be.  There  is  a  passage  in  “Gray’s 
Elegy  in  a  Country  Churchyard,”  where  reference  is  made 
to  the  “monarch  of  the  poultry  yard.”  It  reads  thus  : 

“The  cock’s  shrill  clarion,  or  echoing  horn, 

No  more  shall  rouse  them  from  their  lowly  bed.” 

Now  it  seems  to  me  that  a  man  that  has  spent  so  much 
time  and  money  upon  the  poultry  industry  must  have  been 
roused  from  deep  reveries  by  the  “shrill  clarion  of  some 
‘cochin’  or  turkey  Tom,’  ”  else  whence  came  this  indefatig¬ 
able  inspiration.  When  a  candidate  is  elected  to  an  office, 
the  political  rooster  is  brought  forward  to  sound  the  “clarion 
of  victory.”  But  when  the  Nebraska  State  Poultry  Asso¬ 
ciation  was  inaugurated,  there  was  not  a  paper  in  the  land 
that  showed  the  rooster.  Long  and  loud  would  he  crow  if 
he  could  only  comprehend  the  name  of  Honorable  Clayton 
M.  Lewelling,  his  emancipator. 

As  to  the  present,  I  know  no  words  of  mine  that  will  ex¬ 
press  the  magnitude  of  this  industry  better  than  to  invite  you 
to  carefully  inspect  our  most  worthy  exhibition  in  the  build¬ 
ing  known  as  the  Model  Rink.  After  you  have  looked  it  all 
over  I  know  you  will  say,  “it  speaks  for  itself.”  The  pres¬ 
ent  is  upon  us  with  all  of  its  responsibility,  and  while  I  am 
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noting  the  present,  I  want  to  call  your  attention  to  the  great 
advance  made  in  the  way  ot  poultry  paper.  We  have  now 
on  our  own  territory,  the  Western  Poultry  News,  published 
by  The  Fassett-Mickel  Printing  Co.,  of  Lincoln,  with 
Editor  Lyman  still  at  the  helm.  It  has  passed  beyond  the 
stage  of  an  experiment,  and  it  has  become  a  fixture  with  us. 
It  will  be  in  the  future  what  the  poultry  lovers  ot  this  state 
make  it.  No  one  interested  in  poultry  can  afford  to  be 
without  it. 

As  to  the  future,  it  will  be  what  we  make  it.  It  remains 
with  the  members  of  this  association  to  say  what  the  future 
of  our  association  shall  be.  When  we  were  working  to 
secure  our  present  appropriation,  we  would  often  meet  a 
member  of  the  association  and  request  him  to  lend  a  help¬ 
ing  hand,  and  would  often  receive  an  answer  similar  to  this  : 
“O,  I  have  no  influence.”  This  reminds  me  of  a  valuable 
lesson  I  learned  when  quite  young.  I  was  assisting  hauling 
logs  where  we  would  use  eight  or  ten  horses,  and  I  was 
surprised  one  morning  on  being  requested  to  put  in  three  or 
four  horses  that  were  unused  to  work.  What  we  termed 
“green  horses.”  I  murmured,  but  to  no  avail.  They 
simply  told  me  that  I  would  be  surprised  to  see  what  an 
amount  of  good  these  “green  horses”  would  do  when  they 
began  to  take  the  slack  out  of  their  traces.  To  such  of  our 
members  who  think  that  they  can  do  but  little  in  this  work 
I  say,  put  on  the  harness  and  don't  wait  to  be  hitched  up. 
There  is  plenty  of  work  to  do  for  all  of  us  in  this  great 
industry.  We  are  looking  forward  to  .the  time,  not  far  dis¬ 
tant,  when  we  will  hold  an  interstate  exhibition  and  be  able 
to  offer  prizes  that  will  be  an  inducement  to  the  best  breed¬ 
ers  in  the  land  to  exhibit,  and  an  incentive  to  all.  We  are 
justly  entitled  to  the  position  of  leaders  in  the  march  of 
progressive  poultry  breeding,  and  universally  acknowledged 
to  be  the  brightest  star  in  the  great  constellation  of  nations. 

The  next  on  the  program  was  an  address  by  Mr.  H.  R. 
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C.  Montgomery,  of  Omaha.  Subject,  “Breeds  for  Cities.” 

Mr.  President ,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen : 

When  I  left  Omaha  this  morning  I  presumed  I  would 
have  to  talk  to  the  “boys”  of  the  association,  and  did  not 
expect  to  come  before  such  a  splendid  audience  as  I  find 
here.  I  am  certainly  not  prepared  for  the  occasion.  I  feel 
very  much  like  the  boy  who  started  out  to  hunt  rabbits  and 
met  a  bear.  He  had  nothing  but  small  shot  in  his  gun,  but 
did  the  very  best  he  could,  and  so  I  suppose  I  will  have  to 
use  the  ammunition  I  have  on  hand. 

My  earliest  recollection  of  poultry  dates  back  to  Man¬ 
chester,  England,  and  to  an  old  Dorking  rooster  and  his 
flock.  I  was  allowed  then  to  go  out  occasionally  and 
throw  pieces  of  buns  to  them.  It  was  a  solemn  affair  and 
a  great  occasion  in  a  boys  life.  I  thought  that  old  Dorking 
rooster  and  his  flock  was  the  most  lovable  birds  I  ever  saw. 
They  filled  my  idea  of  what  a  city  fowl  ought  to  be.  This 
continued  until  I  saw  a  flock  of  Brown  Leghorns  and  then 
I  changed  my  mind.  I  live  in  the  city,  I  breed  Brown  Leg¬ 
horns,  the  conclusion  to  be  drawn  must  be  obvious. 

I.  L.  Lyman,  editor  of  the  Western  Poultry  News, 
read  the  following  paper.  Subject :  “Poultry  Shows  as 

Educators.” 

» 

Mr.  President ,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen : 

All  great  fairs  and  exhibitions  are  object  lessons  to  the 
visiting  public.  The  public  are  there  not  to  be  amused  but 
to  be  instructed  as  well,  and  instruction  is  the  essence  of 
education.  An  object  lesson  educates  the  beholder  be¬ 
cause  it  manifests  itself  directly  to  the  eye  and  through 
that  stamps  itself  impressively  upon  the  understanding. 
Having  arrested  and  satisfied  the  eye  and  conveyed  its 
meaning  to  the  intelligence  within,  the  object  arouses  in¬ 
terest,  interest  implies  investigation,  investigation  joins  re- 
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search  and  taking  council  of  experience  they  reach  conclu¬ 
sions.  The  result  is  knowledge,  skill,  enlightenment  and 
power. 

The  past  year  witnessed  the  assembling  of  a  vast  mul¬ 
tiplex  collection  of  diverse  object  lessons,  the  like  of  whose 
beauty  and  grandeur  has  never  been  approached  within  the 
realm  of  table,  and  may  not  within  the  limit  of  reality. 
The  whole  vast  scheme  ot  its  arrangement  of  landscape,  its 
magnificence  of  equipment,,  its  beauty  ot  design,  its  mas¬ 
sive  architecture,  its  lavish  accumulation  of  force  and  expen¬ 
diture  of  power,  its  wonderful  mechanism,  and  its  wealth  of 
instruction  in  all  the  departments  of  science,  philosophy 
and  art,  constituted  the  World’s  Columbian  Exposition  an 
absorbing  object  lesson  on  the  achievements  possible  to  the 
unchained  genius,  the  unmastered  will,  the  indomitable  am¬ 
bition,  the  matchless  prodigality  and  unflinching  faith  that 
inspired  the  acts  of  those  who  designed  and  executed  that 
marvel  of  human  energy  and  national  fulfillment.  Among 
the  millions  who  passed  the  gates  of  the  great  exposition 
were  doubtless  many  attracted  by  idle  curiosity  at  first,  but 
of  them  all  we  confidently  believe  that  few  came  away  with¬ 
out  bringing  impressions  of  the  enchanting  scene  that  will 
exert  an  elevating  influence  over  their  future,  and  find  ex¬ 
pression  on  many  an  American  homestead  where  houses 
are  to  be  built  and  furnished,  landscapes  laid  out  and  em¬ 
bellished,  farms  to  be  supplied  with  first-class  implements 
and  stock  ;  stores  where  the  finest  and  richest  of  earth’s  com¬ 
mercial  treasures  are  to  be  bartered  ;  mills  where  machines 
of  almost  human  capacity  are  to  be  employed  ;  railways 
where  the  most  practical  labor  and  life  saving  devises  are 
to  be  adopted.  All  these  and  more  will  feel  for  years  the 
educational  influence  of  their  impression  derived  at  the 
Great  Fair  and  unconsciously  perhaps,  but  none  the  less 
forcibly  will  they  impart,  each  to  his  particular  appoint¬ 
ment,  the  designs,  the  plans,  the  adornments  and  equip- 
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ment  that  most  interested  his  fancy  or  caught  his  ap¬ 
proving  glance  while  perambulating  the  walks  and  aisles  of 

Jackson  Park. 

/ 

In  a  lesser  degree  only  and  within  more  circumscribed 
limits,  perhaps,  is  felt  the  educating  influence  of  our  state 
exhibits  and  mid-winter  shows,  and  of  the  latter,  has  it  been 
ordained  by  a  higher  power,  that  I  should  endeavor  to  in¬ 
terest  and  entertain  you  at  this  hour. 

The  modern  poultry  show  has  a  rather  diffident  exper¬ 
ience  in  the  effort  to  popularize  itself  with  the  non-apprec- 
iative  public.  While  the  average  of  humanity  have  a  most 
active  appreciation  of  the  merits  of  a  plate  of  boiled  eggs  or 
fried  chicken,  and  the  skillful  housewife  would  find  herself 
compelled  to  revise  and  curtail  her  cusine  to  a  very  meagre 
bill  of  fare  if  the  supply  of  eggs  from  the  faithful  biddy 
should  be  entirely  and  permanently  abolished,  yet  when  it 
has  been  sometimes  proposed  to  improve  the  poultry  pro¬ 
ducts  of  the  country  by  breeding  for  certain  economic  qual¬ 
ifications,  which  having  been  attained  should  become  estab¬ 
lished  as  a  fixed  principle  and  by  skillful  mating  and  selec¬ 
tion  should  give  each  individual  fowl  the  power  to  transmit, 
unimpaired  to  its  offspring,  the  points  of  beauty  and  excel¬ 
lence  that  has  made  its  possession  a  matter  of  pleasure  and 
profit  to  its  owner  ;  the  efforts  and  arguments  of  the  fancier 
have  often  been  disconcerted  by  the  indifference,  or  worse, 
the  ridicule  of  his  friends  who  assert  their  belief  that  poultry 
is  too  small  a  business  for  a  man  to  dally  with,  and  that  after 
all  is  said  and  done  “a  chicken  is  a  chicken  and  one  is  as 
good  as  another.” 

But  the  modern  poultry  show,  with  its  standard  of  per¬ 
fection  and  its  expert  judge  to  pass  upon  the  breeding  merits 
of  the  fowls  presented  for  exhibition,  has  elevated  and  pop¬ 
ularized  the  poultry  breeder  in  public  estimation,  for  the 
public  have  been  taught  that  one  chicken  may  be  a  better 
chicken  than  another,  and  enough  better  to  earn  dollars  for 
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its  owner  where  the  other  would  only  produce  cents.  The 
value  of  a  chicken,  like  that  of  the  horse,  is  largely  deter¬ 
mined  by  its  earning  power,  and  the  fact  that  the  poorest 
thoroughbred  is  capable  of  earning  as  much  money  as  the 
average  scrub,  while  the  best  of  them  may  easily  win  twen¬ 
ty  times  as  much,  is  one  of  the  conspicuous  results  of  the 
poultry  show’s  influence  on  the  community  in  general.  It 
cost  no  more  to  raise  and  mature  old  “Prince  Imperial”  (a 
Langshan  male  reared  in  the  yards  of  the  writer  in  1889) 
than  it  would  to  have  reared  a  twenty-five  cent  market  bird, 
but  it  was  our  pleasure  to  refuse  an  offer  of  twenty  dollars 
for  him  and  before  his  career  as  a  prize  winner  ended  he 
had  earned  for  his  owner  over  fifty  dollars  in  cash  prizes 
and  valuable  special  articles  not  counted  in  the  estimate. 
The  sturdy  old  “Prince”  was  “only  a  chicken,”  but  his  direct 
earning  power  was  over  twelve  dollars  a  year,  and  indi¬ 
rectly  by  reason  of  his  influence  on  the  style  and  appear¬ 
ance  of  high-priced  offspring  was  many  times  that  sum. 

The  poultry  exhibition  educates  all  who  have  an}rthing 
to  do  with  it.  The  exhibitor  frequently  receives  an  object 
lesson  that  inspires  him  with  ambitious  hopes,  or  dashes  the 
cup  of  expectancy  from  his  thirsting  lips  ;  and  the  lessons  of 
such  an  event  as  that  now  in  progress  in  this  city  are  most 
important  and  valuable  to  the  amateur  breeder  who  vent¬ 
ures  into  active  competition  for  the  .first  time  in  his  experi¬ 
ence.  Any  of  the  older  exhibitors  will  recall  their  feelings 
of  exhilaration  when  they  first  found  their  coops  decorated 
with  the  “blue,”  and  how  they  instantly  adopted  resolutions 
that  the  premium  money  should  go  for  the  purchase  ot  new 
blood  to  further  improve  and  fortify  their  already  beautiful 
flocks.  The  event  was  an  introductory  lesson  on  the  pleas¬ 
ures  of  success  attained,  and  the  sweets  of  honorable 
triumph  over  worthy  competition. 

But  show  room  experience  is  not  always  of  the  triumph¬ 
ant  sort.  It  sometimes  happens  that  the  judge  finds  Ply- 
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mouth  Rocks  with  traces  of  Light  Brahma  feathers  on  their 
legs,  or  Black  Cochins  with  a  v;vid  Langshan  pinkness  in 
their  feet,  or  Brown  Leghorns  with  a  trace  of  white  ancestry 
in  their  wings,  and  disqualifies  them,  as  in  duty  bound  to 
do,  whereupon  the  disappointed  exhibitor  goes  home  with 
tears  in  his  voice  and  wrath  in  his  heart  that  burns  none  the 
less  fiercely  when  he  remembers  that  Lis  stock  came  at  high 
prices  lrom  some  famous  breeder  whose  reputation  was 
such  as  to  expect  only  the  purest  of  blood  from  his  flock. 
Such  education  is  usually  expensive,  but  the  lessons  ot  one 
showroom  often  develope  a  strong  and  successful  fancier 
out  of  what  was  formerly  an  innocent  and  too  confiding 
amateur. 

The  educational  effect  of  a  well  organized  and  well 
patronized  poultry  show  is,  however,  most  apparent  upon 
the  people  who  attend  as  visitors  only.  The  affair  is  most 
likely  a  novelty  and  usually  combines  therewith  much  of 
picturesqueness  and  beauty  and  being  attractive  to  the  eye 
soon  excites  interest  and  promotes  the  conversion  of  pop¬ 
ular  sentiment  from  satisfied  tolerance  of  the  common  scrub 
to  a  desire  for  the  superior  beauty  and  earning  powers  ot 
the  thoroughbred.  Our  poultry  shows,  assisted  by  our  ar¬ 
tists,  and  the  poultry  press,  have  done  a  great  work  in  dem¬ 
onstrating  the  paramount  excellence  of  the  thoroughbred 
poultry  over  the  nondescripts  in  common  use,  and  the  re¬ 
sult  has  been  a  liberal  sale  for  thoroughbred  stock  to  farm¬ 
ers  through  the  state,  and  a  perceptible  raising  of  the  farm 
and  market  value  of  common  poultry  has  been  conceded 
result. 

The  poultry  show  enables  fanciers  of  thoroughbred 
stock  to  place  the  superior  merits  of  their  birds  before  the 
public  in  such  plain  and  convincing  terms  that  the  tempta¬ 
tion  is  inspired  to  own  a  few  thoroughbreds  themselves, 
and  the  influence  of  one  intelligent  fancier  upon  his  neigh¬ 
borhood  is  sure  to  spread  abroad  the  popular  desire  for  better 
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poultry  ;  as  “a  little  leaven  leaveneth  the  whole  lump,”  so  the 
display  ot  choice  bred  poultry  at  our  great  fairs  and  mid¬ 
winter  shows  works  upon  the  public  mind  with  ceaseless 
activity  and  convincing  power,  until,  in  the  process  of  time, 
the  thoroughbred  will  come  into  fullness  of  his  inheritance, 
and  the  scrub  hen  will  have  gone  to  join  the  silent  proces¬ 
sion  receding  into  the  shadows  of  oblivion  ;  while  the  show 
room  and  the  score  card  will  have  endowed  the  earth  with 
stately  thoroughbreds  and  mankind  shall  revel  in  unlimited 
fresh  eggs  and  an  infinitude  of  tender  spring  chicken. 

Judge  L.  P.  Harris  of  Lincoln  was  next  on  the  pro¬ 
gram.  He  responded  with  the  following  paper:  Subject, 
“Judging.” 

It  is  said  that  philosophy  deals  with  laws,  principles  and 
reasons  ;  art  with  the  application  of  rules,  regardless  of  the 
underlying  principles.  The  philosophy  ot  judging  fowls  is 
an  explanation  why  certain  cuts  are  made  for  defects.  Art 
of  judging  is  applying  standard  rules  of  perfection.  A  judge 
must  have  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  art  and  also  of  the 
philosophy.  As  a  judge  on  the  bench  considers  the  statute 
laws,  so  a  poultry  judge  should  consider  the  standard  and 
its  application.  He  should  be  perfectly  unbiased,  free  from 
fear  or  favor,  just  and  impartial,  knowing  neither  friend  or 
foe.  He  must  not  only  have  a  thorough  understanding  of 
the  art,  but  must  have  a  perfect  knowledge  of  the  principles 
upon  which  the  standard  is  based.  These  principles  are  not 
made  but  discovered.  To  detect  true  principles  one  must 
go  to  nature  ;  must  consult  her  in  her  various  development. 
Whe  never  one  deserts  nature  there  is  danger  of  violating 
principles,  of  becoming  arbitrary  and  unreasonable  and  ex¬ 
tremely  absurd.  In  watching  and  studying  nature,  one 
should  seek  only  for  the  best,  not  the  worst,  or  even  the  or¬ 
dinary  developments.  Only  the  best  of  nature  will  suffice 
for  the  harmonious  blending  into  one  symmetrical  whole. 
Hence  the  most  accurate  standard  is  made  from  the  blend- 
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ing  of  the  most  perfect  sections  discovered  in  nature,  and  to 
judge  fowls  one  must  not  only  have  a  thorough  knowledge 
of  the  application  of  the  rules  laid  down  in  the  standard,  but 
must  be  perfectly  conversant  with  ail  true  principles  of 
nature.  His  first  concern  is  :  What  is  the  meaning  of  the 
standard?  This  he  is  to  gather  from  the  language  of  its 
description,  from  the  definition  of  its  technical  terms  and 
from  the  known  intent  of  its  maker.  It  sometimes  happens 
that  the  intent  is  so  obscure  as  to  lend  considereble  force  to 
the  observation  of  the  judge. 

In  laying  down  some  of  the  standard  rules  the  makers 
have  had  no  intent  or  knowledge.  In  such  cases  their  mean¬ 
ing  must-be  obtained  by  its  own  terms  and  by  the  common 
understanding  of  such  terms.  Another  thing  must  be  taken 
into  consideration  ;  that  is :  whether  these  terms  conflict 
with  nature  and  therefore  render  them  void.  The  standard 
should  be  upheld  and  given  the  benefit  of  every  doubt.  But, 
after  giving  it  due  deliberation,  there  is  no  possible  way  to 
harmonize  the  two,  then  ought  not  the  judge  to  uphold  the 
law  of  nature  rather  than  the  unnatural  requirements  of  an 
unreasonable  maker?  That  differences  of  opinion  do  exist 
is  well  known.  The  poultry  papers  are  filled  with  com¬ 
plaints  of  this  nature,  and  the  artists  by  their  illustrations 
give  additional  evidence  upon  this  point.  We  see  by  com¬ 
paring  the  cuts  of  the  many  artists  that  they  differ  very 
much  in  the  style  and  symmetry  of  the  same  fowl  ;  and  this 
difference  is  traceable  to  the  fact  that  they  are  or  have  been 
breeders  or  fanciers  of  a  certain  type  or  breed  of  fowls.  To 
illustrate,  Erdman  was  a  great  admirer  of  Dorking’s  and  in 
every  cut  that  he  made  you  can  see  the  distinct  outlines  of 
the  noble  Dorking,  no  matter  what  breed  it  was  to  represent. 
This  is  more  or  less  true  of  all  artists  and  can  be  applied,  to 
some  extent,  to  judges  as  well.  If  a  judge  breeds  Brahmas 
and  is  an  ardent  fancier  of  this  useful  breed,  when  he  comes 
to  the  show  room  he  looks  for  every  fowl  to  be  more  or  less 
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Brahma  shaped,  and  because  they  are  not  they  get  cut 
this  ideal  detect.  Our  illustrations  of  poultry  to-day 
are  therefore  ideal.  They  should  be  the  fruits  of  free 

J 

imagination,  and  founded  upon  nature  ;  they  should  be  ac¬ 
curate,  and  accuracy  can  only  be  attained  bv  the  closest 
study  of  all  the  details  of  the  natural  fowl,  and  as  I  have 
stated  before,  our  ideals  and  our  standard  must  be  governed 
by  nature  and  not  by  the  whimsical  ideals  of  others.  We 
should  not  be  influenced  by  ideal  cuts  that  fill  every  paper 
of  today  lor  an  ideal  that  is  twenty-five  per  cent  better  than 
nature  is  a  fraud  and  a  delusion.  If  cuts  are  accuratelv 
made  from  nature,  they  are  of  great  value  to  the  judge  and 
the  fancier  in  helping  to  form  a  better  understanding  of  the 
true  shape  and  symmetry  of  fowls. 

Symmetry  is  an  important  element  of  beauty.  All  parts 
that  are  perfect  form,  perfectly  united  produce  perfection  of 
symmetry.  It  has  nothing  to  do  with  color,  but  depends 
upon  form  alone.  Much  confusion  has  arisen  from  this 
term  “symmetry”.  The  earliest  standard  and  score  card 
had  but  four  sections,  shape,  color,  size,  and  condition ; 
each  section  figured  fifteen  points,  and  it  was  a  very  con¬ 
sistent  standard,  for  it  dealt  with  qualities  and  conditions 
and  not  the  result  ot  quality.  It  had  color,  form,  size,  and 
condition,  in  a  mass  and  these  are  the  only  tangible  quali¬ 
ties  of  a  fowl.  But  when  the  American  Poultry  A  ssociation 
raised  the  number  of  points  to  ioo  they  introduced  a  new 
factor,  making  five  sections  instead  of  four  as  at  first,  viz  : 
Product, or  result  of  form,  color,  form,  size  and  condition.  This 
product  of  form  has  been  the  result  of  heated  discussions 
and  has  carried  any  amount  of  dissatisfaction  into  the  show 
room. 

Symmetry  is  an  interloper.  It  does  not  belong  in  a 
scale  which  attempts  to  deal  with  the  tangible  qualities  of 
the  fowl.  It  is  a  fertile  producer  of  dissension  ;  an  unjust 
element  in  the  scoring  of  fowls;  a  means  of  concealing  ig- 
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norance  and  fraud,  and  any  one  who  has  followed  exhibit¬ 
ing  poultry  for  a  lime  will  bear  me  out  in  the  truth  of  this 
statement.  An  exhibitor  can  understand  the  cuts  for  color, 
form,  size,  but  for  symmetry  he  puzzles  over  the  cut  and  is 
none  the  wiser  for  it.  The  cut  may  be  one  point,  or  more, 
but  it  is  utterly  without  meaning  to  the  exhibitor.  We  have 
heard  it  said  of  some  judges  that  they  marked  the  cuts  on 
symmetry  before  leaving  the  secretary’s  office,  to  save  time, 
and  his  only  reason  is  that  he  deemed  it  a  just  cut,  or  as  I 
have  heard  it  said  in  other  words,  “It  is  a  cut  as  a  matter  of 
course”.  In  a  close  score  a  judge,  if  he  chooses,  can  give 
the  advantage  to  an  inferior  bird  undetected.  Symmetry, 
as  usually  applied,  is  a  double  cut  on  the  same  defect,  and 
the  actual  score  of  a  bird  is  lowered  by  the  amount  of  the 
cut. 

There  are  but  two  ways  to  correct  this  great  difficulty. 
One  is  by  confining  the  cut  for  the  defect  in  form  where  it 
is  located  ;  second,  by  making  a  nice  mathematical  calcula¬ 
tion  of  the  percentage  which  the  total  cuts  for  form  bear  to 
the  whole  number  of  points  cut  for  form,  and  then  deduct 
this  from  the  number  of  points  cut  for  form.  This  will  give 
the  number  of  points  allowed  for  symmetry,  but  neither  pro¬ 
cess  is  scarcely  ever  used.  So  long  as  symmetry  remains 
in  the  standard  judges  must  consider  it  and  cut  accordingly, 
although  it  may  be  an  injustice  and  be  severely  condemned. 

Then  again,  we  are  confronted  with  another  perplex¬ 
ing  element,  that  of  color.  Perfection  of  color  is  just  as 
much  prized,  and  has  just  as  much  value,  as  perfection  of 
form  ;  a  failure  to  reach  perfection  is  as  much  marked  and 
will  so  appear  if  the  fowls  are  properly  scored.  One  of  the 
most  essential  qualifications  of  a  judge  is  to  have  a  thorough 
knowledge  of  colors  and  a  good  eye  to  distinguish  them. 
When  we  stop  to  consider  the  fact  that  a  large  number  of 
people  are  color  blind,  and  then  again  a  large  percentage  of 
those  not  color  blind  have  no  knowledge  of  colors  or  differ 
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very  much  in  applying  the  standard  colors  to  the  different 
shades  of  the  required  color.  After  knowing  all  this  we  can 
more  readily  see  why  judges  differ  so  much  in  passing  on 
the  colors  of  the  different  sections  of  a  fowl.  To  illustrate  : 
in  the  standard  of  the  Indian  Games  the  ground  color  of 
females  should  be  walnut  brown.  Now  walnut  brown 
is  of  several  shades  and  who  is  to  determine  the  exact 
shade?  There  is  one  thing  very  evident,  there  must  be 
some  way  provided  whereby  judges  can  get  nearer  together 
in  their  decisions.  When  a  way  to  correct  these  differences 
of  opinions  as  to  shape  and  color  has  been  found  then  the 
fanciers  will  have  more  confidence  and  more  courage  to  ex¬ 
hibit,  and  the  breeder  will  not  be  at  sea  in  his  breeding. 
The  score  card  will  have  greater  value  and  the  poultry  in¬ 
dustry  increased  ten  fold. 

These  exercises  were  interspersed  with  music  by  the 
Midway  band.  After  announcements  by  the  president  the 
convention  adjourned  until  Wednesday  evening  at  7  130. 


Wednesday  Evening,  Jan'y.  17,  1894. 

The  convention  was  called  to  order  at  the  appointed 
time  with  the  officers  in  their  places.  Roll  called  show  the 
requisite  number  present.  The  regular  order  was  followed 
as  per  the  printed  program. 

Geo.  W.  Osterhout,  of  David  City,  presented  the  follow¬ 
ing  paper  :  Subject,  “Leghorns.” 

Mr.  President ,  Padies  and  Gentlemen : 

The  Leghorn  fowl  holds  the  same  position  among 
chickens  for  eggs  that  the  Jersey  does  among  cattle  for  but¬ 
ter ;  they  stand  at  the  head.  A  Leghorn  hen  will  lay  from 
150  to  175  eggs  per  year  without  special  feed  or  care, 
while  the  general  average  of  the  larger  breeds  is  from  75  to 
100  eggs  per  year.  Now  we  sometimes  hear  people  say  ; 
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“the  Leghorns  lay  such  small  eggs.11  We  will  acknow¬ 
ledge  that  a  Leghorn  pullet  only  five  to  eight  months  old 
does  lay  rather  small  eggs,  but  where  is  the  farmer’s  wife 
who  along  in  September,  October  and  November  when 
eggs  are  worth  from  15  to  18  cents  per  dozen  and  the  old 
hens  are  all  moulting,  would  not  rather  have  from  40  to 
50  small  eggs  from  her  Leghorn  pullets  than  to  be  feeding 
a  big  lazy  pullet  that  was  eating  her  head  oft'  (as  we  say) 
just  to  be  able  to  say  to  her  neighbors  see  what  a  big  chick¬ 
en  that  is.  Why  that  little  Leghorn  pullet  will  pay  her 
keeping  and  the  keeping  of  the  large  one  and  even 
buy  the  large  one  besides,  with  what  eggs  she 
will  lay  before  the  large  pullet  has  begun  to  think 
of  such  a  thing  as  laying  an  egg.  Then  as  to  size  of 
eggs,  Mr.  C.  A.  Emery,  of  Carthage,  Mo.,  who  is  a  noted 
judge  of  poultry  and  reliable,  made  the  statement  at  the 
poultry  show  at  Lincoln,  in  January,  1893,  that  he  had  kept 
the  record  of  the  weight  of  eggs  of  each  breed  of  chickens 
that  he  breeds,  as  well  as  the  number  of  eggs  laid  by  each 
breed.  He  found  that  the  average  weight  per  dozen  of  his 
Leghorn  eggs  for  a  year  was  an  half  ounce  heavier  than 
the  eggs  from  his  Plymouth  Rocks,  besides  getting  a  great 
many  more  eggs  from  the  same  number  of  Leghorns.  At 
the  beginning  of  the  year  the  Plymouth  Rock’s  eggs  weigh¬ 
ed  the  most,  but  during  the  last  half  of  the  year  the  Leg¬ 
horns  more  than  made  up  the  difference.  This  is  from  a 
man  who  breeds  several  varieties  of  chickens  and  not  from 
one  who  breeds  exclusively  Leghorns  or  any  other  one 
variety. 

J 

The  profit  in  poultry  in  this  western  country  is  in  the 
eggs  more  than  in  marketing  poultry.  Chickens  sold  in 
the  market  bring  from  $1.50  to  $3.00  per  dozen,  or  from 
four  to  six  cents  per  pound,  and  usually  they  have  eaten 
that  much  worth  of  grain. 

Let  us  compare  the  profits  from  the  Leghorn  hen  with 
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the  larger  breeds.  Suppose  the  larger  hen  lay  joo  eggs 
per  year  worth  one  cent  each  ;  we  have  $1.00  to  her  credit. 
At  the  end  ot  the  year  we  will  sell  the  hen  ;  she  will  weigh 
sav  eight  pounds,  at  live  cents  per  pound,  makes  forty  cents, 
or  a  total  of  $1.40.  The  Leghorn  hen  will  lay  160  eggs 
during  the  year,  at  one  cent  each,  makes  $1.60; 
we  will  sell  her  at  the  end  of  the  year ;  she 
weighs  four  pounds,  and  at  five  cents  per  pound, 
brings  us  twenty  cents,  a  total  of  $1.80,  being  forty 
cents  in  favor  of  the  Leghorn  hen,  not  counting  the  differ¬ 
ence  in  expenses  for  feed,  which  would  average  ten  cents 
more,  making  a  difference  of  fifty  cents  in  favor  ot  the 
Leghorn  hen.  I  presume  the  average  farmer  keeps  fifty 
fowls.  Multiplying  this  by  the  fifty  cents  profit  on  one  fowl, 
and  we  have  $25.00  more  profit  from  a  flock  of  Leghorns 
than  from  a  flock  of  the  same  number  of  the  larger  breeds, 
which  $25.00  would  be  quite  an  addition  to  the  pin  money 
of  the  good  wife.  As  to  the  surplus  males,  a  Leghorn  will 
grow  faster  and  be  ready  to  sell  as  a  broiler  earlier  than  any 
other  chicken  that  I  know  of.  W  hile  the  Leghorn  males 
put  on  the  market  in  the  fall  do  not  bring  as  much  as  the 
males  of  the  larger  breeds,  neither  do  they  cost  over  half 
as  much  to  feed.  And  they  mature  more  quickly  and  are 
ready  for  the  market  so  much  sooner,  when  prices  are  usu¬ 
ally  better,  then  in  this  way  they  equal  the  prices  received 
for  the  larger  ones.  A  farmer  who  raises  Leghorns  can  be¬ 
gin  to  market  them  when  twelve  weeks  old,  at  from  $2.00 
to  $2.50  per  dozen,  as  they  are  plump,  well  feathered,  and 
their  flesh  has  a  firm,  gamy  flavor.  The  males  of  the  large 
breeds  at  that  age  are  boney  and  coarse,  and  they  are 
usually  kept  until  fall  and  then  sold  at  about  twenty-five 
cents  each,  but  by  that  time  they  have  nearly  eaten  their 
worth  of  corn,  for  they  do  not  get  out  and  rustle  tor  bugs, 
worms,  etc.,  like  the  Leghorns.  Then  there  is  their  great 
beauty.  What  is  more  attractive  and  handsome  than  a  flock 
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of  Leghorns  of  either  variety?  The  male  with  his  fine, 
upright  carriage,  proud  as  a  peacock,  as  wary  and  active  as 
a  weasel,  always  on  the  alert  for  a  bug  or  a  hawk.  Always 
a  gentleman  to  his  mates,  and  ready  to  give  battle  to  any 
strange  bird  that  enters  his  domain.  The  female  with  her 
bright,  saucy  ways,  and  as  sprightly  as  a  cricket.  They 
are  always  the  admiration  of  their  owners,  whether  farmers 
or  fanciers,  -  And  lastly,  their  hardiness  from  the  shell  up 
to  maturity,  in  connection  with  their  great  egg  producing 
powers  and  the  early  maturity,  make  them  the  best  all 
around  breed  for  the  farmer  or  the  back  yard  town  fancier. 

The  next  on  the  program  was  a  paper  by  Mr.  Ira 
Draper.  Subject,  “Failure  to  Raise  Chicks.” 

The  questions  I  am  about  to  mention  are  ever  running 
through  my  mind  when  trying  to  decide  just  where  the 
cause  of  “failure  to  raise  chicks”  #  as  a  rule  is  put.  One 
does  not  need  great  skill  to  make  a  success  of  raising  poul¬ 
try,  simply  keeping  strict  watch  of  those  little  points.  If 
we  put  our  minds  upon  our  work,  and  study  their  wants  by 
their  actions,  we  can  raise  far  a  greater  number  than  if  we 
just  go  ahead  indifferent  to  their  actions. 

Do  you  wish  to  know  the  cause  of  your  failure?  Study 
the  following  : 

Did  you  feed  the  hens  the  right  kind  of  food,  so  the 
eggs  were  well  filled,  with  nice  smooth  shells?  Had  they 
plenty  of  room,  nice  clean  houses,  and  above  all,  good 
water  to  drink?  If  so,  we  will  have  to  pass  along,  for  cer¬ 
tainly  the  hens  are  not  to  blame  if  the  eggs  fail  to  hatch. 
Do  we  trust  the  children  to  gather  the  eggs?  If  so,  per¬ 
chance  they  failed  to  remember  that  they  were  cautioned  to 
be  very  careful  in  handling  them  not  to  shake  them,  nor 
let  them  strike  one  against  another.  Where  do  we  keep 
the  eggs  until  we  wish  to  put  them  into  an  incubator,  or 
until  some  nice  motherly  hen  becomes  broody?  How  easy 
it  is  for  us  to  put  them  away  in  a  place  so  that  only  one 
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from  ten  eggs  will  hatch,  and  that  one  a  poor  weakly  little 
chick  that  will  hardly  survive  a  week. 

Where  did  we  place  the  hen  while  setting?  Did  the 
other  hens  bother  her  daily?  Did  we  keep  proper  lining  in 
the  nest,  so  that  the  eggs  were  kept  in  their  proper  places 
and  not  have  to  lie  one  upon  another,  neither  roll  from 
under  the  hen  in  spite  of  all  her  efforts  to  keep  them 
together?  Does  the  wind  blow  upon  her  or  the  eggs,  so 
that  it  will  chill  the  eggs  or  the  little  chicks,  or  even  worse, 
cause  the  old  hen  to  take  the  “roup”  and  die  before  time  for 

the  chicks  to  appear?  Does  the  hen  take  care  of  her  little 
brood  in  the  way  she  should,  or  is  it  our  own  carelessness 
in  the  furnishing  the  proper  food,  and  do  we  see  that  the 
place  she  roosts  or  rests  in  is  free  from  dampness,  and  that 
there  is  sufficient  air  to  furnish  the  little  chicks  life?  Do 
the  other  fowls  run  over  the  little  chicks,  even  lighting  them 
back  or  the  mother  hen  away,  so  that  they  cannot  have  the 
food  intended  for  them?  Are  they  free  from  that  great 
enemy,  lice ?  Are  our  cats  all  trusty,  or  are  they  watching 
us  so  when  our  backs  are  turned  they  pounce  upon  and 
carry  off  the  chicks,  choice  ones  of  the  flock?  Have  we 
provided  a  nice  lot  of  grit  for  those  downy  balls  as  their 
feathers  begin  to  grow  ?  Do  we  see  to  it  ourselves  (or  trust 
another  person)  that  their  roosting  place  is  thoroughly 
cleaned  out,  properly  aired,  and  that  they  have  sufficient 
room  during  the  long  sultry  nights?  Are  the  water  vessels 
placed  where  they  will  have  shade  during  the  sultry 
days,  and  do  they  have  plenty  of  pure  fresh  water?  Are 
their  runways  roomy  with  plenty  of  sunshine?  Have  we 
ever  thought  this  subject  worthy  a  second  thought?  Sun¬ 
shine  will  make  more  difference  than  the  most  of  us  think. 
We  can  furnish  them  food  of  all  kinds,  yet  without  the 
sunshine — pure,  out  of  doors  sunshine — your  chicks  cannot 
thrive  as  they  should. 
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Can  little  balls  of  down 

Look  nice  when  in  the  shade? 

The  little  things  will  mope  around, 

Their  bright  eyes  seem  to  fade. 

Yet,  when  the  rain  cloud  has  passed, 

And  the  sunshine  warm  and  bright 
Is  trying  to  erase  the  tracks 
The  rain  has  made  from  sight, 

See!  how  their  little  wings  are  spread, 

And  how  they  show  delight! 

O,  who  could  say,  “I  wish  them  dead 
And  ever  from  my  sight.” 

Miss  Nellie  Hawks  of  Friend,  Neb.,  then  read  her 
paper  on  “Biddies  as  Friends.” 

Learnedly  my  poultry  fancier  friends  in  this  conven¬ 
tion  will  dis  'ourse  to  you  and  for  your  benefit  upon  the 
relative  value  of  grains  for  food,  as  though  the)  would 
make  the  “biddies”  veritable  egg  machines  ;  or  upon  the 
best  breed  for  the  breeder  ;  or  the  best  for  village  or  city 
homes  ;  the  handsomest  fowl,  the  sprightliest  fowl  ;  the  most 
independent  of  hens  and  the  best  “all  rounder”  on  the  face 
of  the  earth.  But  they  will  forget  to  say  anything,  as  they 
tell  you  all  these  things,  about  my  side  of  the  question, 
“biddie,  a  real  home  friend,”  be  she  black  or  white,  excep¬ 
tionally  wise  or  otherwise,  if  just  she  is  treated  half  fair. 
And  O,  but  she’s  the  “gooderest”  friend,  my  sister,  the 
staunchest  and  truest  of  all. 

Never  was  she  known  to  break  one’s  heart  with  disap¬ 
pointment,  envy  and  malice,  returning  evil  for  good  and 
hatred  for  love.  But  daily  she  sings  to  you  of  the  gladness 
and  sunshine  filling  her  life  because  of  your  kindness  to  her. 
And  in  turn  she  is  promising  to  fill  that  oft  emptying  purse 
with  silver  and  gold  when  out  you  go  to  those  poultry  yards 
to  hear  the  story  she  is  telling  in  notes  both  long  and  loud. 
More  than  that,  she  keeps  her  promises,  too. 

“Biddie  haves  such  a  funny  sings,”  said  three-year-old 
maiden  Bess  on  her  first  visit  to  the  farm.  But  sweetest 
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music  is  “Biddie’s  sing"  to  the  farm-wite,  whose  interpreta¬ 
tion  of  the  happy  given  notes  with  proud  and  independent 
toss  ot  those  pretty  red-combed  heads  means  in  language 
unmistakable  to  her,  “Soon  will  we  be  daily  upon  the  nest 
again,  madam,  and  you  shall  have  money  some  more.” 

Talk  of  bein  g  lonely  on  the  farm  with  a  host  of  so  true 
and  ready  companionable  friends  as  are  they,  anxious  and 
seeking  your  companionship  and  your  love  and  praise,  and 
happy  in  returning  it  all  over  and  over  again. 

Safe  it  is,  always,  to  go  to  them  with  your  cares  of  the 
day  and  the  fretty  worries  of  your  over-burdened  mind,  for 
they’ll  never ,  never  tell,  making  from  out  of  a  mole  hill  a 
mountain  and  then  passing  the  news  around.  But  they  will 
sing  to  you  again  of  sunshine  all  around  you,  of  love  at  your 
very  door,  of  the  lane  that  is  long  that  has  no  turning,  and 
they  bid  you  put  the  frets  aside  and  live  as  they  do — in  the 
beauties  of  the  present — telling  you,  “You’ll  surely  feel  bet¬ 
ter  when  you  get  over  the  blues.”  And  with  your  little 
worries  and  discouragements  locked  safe  in  their  pretty 
breasts  and  your  own  heart,  you  can  rest  secure  in  their 
silence  and  sleep  the  sleep  of  the  just.  The  moment  vour 
back  is  turned  they  are  not  discussing  you  pro  and  con,  but 
go  bravely  and  happily  on,  working  for  your  interests  and 
mine,  appreciative  of  all  that  is  done  for  them,  and  making 
the  old  farm  ring  with  their  “funny”  blessed  songs,  and 
beautiful  with  their  glossy,  dainty  plumaged  coats,  clear 
from  the  front  yard  road  down  to  the  very  barn.  Just  the 
sight  of  them  is  restful,  inspiring  and  encouraging. 

Why,  I’d  sooner  do  without  pretty  gowns  and  home- 
belongings  than  do  without  thoroughbred  “biddies”.  In 
truth,  it’s  barely  possible  I  might  be  obliged  to,  but  for  the 
kindly  rendered  services  of  these  biddies  themselves.  For 
one  pair  of  hands,  unaided,  they  are — a  man’s  hand  can¬ 
not  acomplish  everything.  But  woman’s  pluck  and  deter¬ 
mination,  aided  and  encouraged  a  little  by  husband  and 
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sons  and  a  goodly  dock  of  biddies  at  her  command,  has 
accomplished  wonders  in  the  past,  is  doing  sc  still  every 
day,  and  the  future  holds  in  store  for  her  possibilities  all 
undreamed  of  as  yet. 

Does  many  a  woman  this  day  own  a  cozily,  prettily 
furnished  home  that,  but  tor  her  efforts  out  of  poultrydom 
where  eggs  and  baby  chicks  grow,  might  be  far  from  rest- 

fully  inviting  and  daintily  attired,  e’en  unto  this  day.  And 
many  a  pretty  gown  she  wears  might  still  be  resting  upon 
those  down  town  store  shelves  for  aught  of  all  the  dollars 
she  should  ever  have  to  give  in  exchange  for  them,  but  for 
the  timely  assistance  and  coming  to  the  rescue,  of  those 
blessed  back  door  biddie  friends  of  hers. 

But  simply  back  door  friends  and  callers  my  biddies 
refuse  to  be.  Do  yours?  Mine  come  to  the  front  door  too, 
if  you  please.  They  go  here  and  there,  and  everywhere 
they  please,  even  crossing  the  road  into  other  fields,  saying 
to  passers-by  and  huntsmen  :  “Touch  me  it  you  dare,  sir! 
My  mistress  is  watching  you  from  the  front  windows,  and 
should  she  see  you  halt,  or  even  looking  with  envious  eyes 
upon  us,  she'll  present  herself  at  the  door.  So  just  go  your 
way,  sir,  and  I’ll  go  mine.” 

Evidently  they  look  tempting,  indeed,  to  many  who 
pass  our  door  and  were  I  near  enough,  I  would  surely  say, 
“Catch  them,  sir,  and  you  may  have  them,”  knowing  myself 
sale  in  the  offer.  Catch  a  Leghorn  on  the  fly?  Well  just 
you  try. 

“In  our  moderate  circumstances,  I'm  almost  ashamed 
to  own  and  wear  this  watch,”  said  one  of  our  wide-awake 
businesslike  little  farmer’s  wives  poultry  fancier,  pointing  to 
a  handsome  bit  of  gold  time-piece  at  her  belt.  “But  my 
biddies  said  get  it,  we'll  pcy  for  it  easily  enough.  So,  woman 
like,  I  yielded  to  this  long  cherished  desire  of  my  heart, 
and  as  Fred  approved,  whose  business  is  it  but  our  own? 
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Still  the  neighbors  talk  so  slightingly  and  so  hateful  about 
it,”  she  added. 

Why  of  course  the  neighbors  talk.  But  the  biddies, — 
bless  them  !  — never ,  never  do,  thank  fortune.  They  are 
“true  as  steel”  and  doubt  not  your  wisdom  in  your  pur¬ 
chases  and  deals.  In  short,  they  attend  strictly  to  their 
own  affairs  and  allow  you  to  do  the  same.  Then,  indeed 
are  they  not  blessed  friends? 

Are  you  still  doubting  their  financial  help  and  their 
friendship,  my  friends?  All  I  can  say  is  try  them  and  see 
for  your  own  selves,  and  in  one  year,  or  two  years  as  the 
case  may  be,  tell  me  then  did  I  advise  you  far  wrong  when 
I  told  you  of  biddies  for  friends? 

F.  E.  Sewell,  the  renowned  artist  of  Chicago,  then  ad¬ 
dressed  the  audience  on  the  “Benefits  of  Poultry  Litera¬ 
ture.” 

Mr.  President ,  Members  oj  the  Association ,  Ladies  and  Gen¬ 
tlemen  : 

I  believe  that  the  last  time  I  was  at  a  gathering  like 
this — a  poultry  convention — was  in  the  Crystal  Palace,  in 
England,  and  by  the  way  there  was  not  one  fourth  as  many 
people  at  that  convention  as  you  have  in  attendance  at  this 
convention  in  this  hall.  The  president  of  that  convention 
stood  before  us  and  asked  us  all  to  drink  to  the  health  of 
the  Queen  and  then  called  on  each  one  to  tell  something  he 
had  observed  in  handling  poultry.  And  that  is  about  their 
convention.  We  reach  a  different  line  of  work  here.  You 
are  asking  men  not  only  to  tell  their  experience  but  to  dis¬ 
cuss  some  phase  of  poultry  life  that  compels  them  to  study 
along  lines  outside  of  just  what  their  experience  would  lead 
them.  Mr.  Donisthorpe  here  will  soon  tell  you  something 
about  his  experience  in  high  price  birds  in  this  country7  and 
England,  and  some  of  yTou  will  wonder  about  the  matter  and 
cannot  understand  why  birds  are  so  high  in  England.  I 
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would  answer  that  wonder  by  saying  they  are  worth  it  over 
there.  A  high-priced  Buff  Cochin,  such  as  Mr.  Donisthorpe 
expects  soon  to  have  at  the  head  of  his  yards,  will  cost  in 
England  at  least  $200.  One  reason  is  he  can  win  that 
amount  of  money  in  two  seasons  in  the  show  rocm.  Take 
the  Crystal  Palace  show,  the  first  prize  is  $15.00,  the  sec¬ 
ond  prize  is  $10.00  ;  he  does  not  have  to  go  to  many  shows, 
if  he  keeps  his  condition,  before  he  has  won  the  money, 
and  then  he  helps  in  the  sale  of  eggs  from  the  breeding 
yard.  I  remember  at  one  fancier’s  home  where  I  was  stop¬ 
ping  for  a  short  time,  as  we  were  out  looking  at  his  birds, 
he  said  to  me,  “Do  you  see  that  wagon  in  the  shop?  That 
wagon  was  bought  entirely  with  money  won  at  shows  with 
my  birds,  and  it  cost  me  over  $300.00. 

Some  people  here  think  that  we  go  crazy  over  birds  in 
this  country  ;  well  they  do  the  same  thing  over  in  that  coun¬ 
try,  In  one  show  I  attended  in  England,  there  was  a  line 
of  Guinea  pigs,  two  hundred  of  them.  Little  bits  of  fellows, 
not  larger  than  your  hand.  Eight  to  ten  of  these  Peruvian 
guinea  pigs  in  a  pen,  with  long  hair  down  each  side,  unless 
the  animal  walked  you  could  hardly  tell  which  end  was 
which.  The  hair  on  these  guinea  pigs  is  longer  than  the 
hair  on  a  Yorkshire  dog  and  the  animal  is  about  two-thirds 
as  long  as  its  hair.  These  animals  are  kept  over  there  by 
ladies  as  pets.  They  do  not  call  them  guinea  pigs  but 
caddies.  And  they  tell  3/011  this  one  took  the  prize  at  such 
and  such  a  show  and  is  worth  so  much  money.  But  all  of 
this  is  foreign  to  the  subject  before  me. 

In  England  the  use  of  the  poultry  paper  is  mainly  to 
report  the  great  poultry  shows.  The}^  do  not  consider  it  so 
necessaiy  to  discuss  breeds  because  there  are  more  fanciers, 
and  they  have  more  shows.  You  will  be  surprised  when  I 
tell  3/ou  that  there  are  more  shows  on  the  island  of  England 
and  Scotland  than  we  have  days  in  the  year.  In  one  da)^  I 
counted  eight  shows  in  England,  Ireland  and  Scotland.  In 
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this  country  we  need  good  poultry  papers.  We  have  good 
ones,  several  of  them,  and  then  we  have  several  that  are  no 
so  good.  We  have  more  poultry  papers  than  we  have  states. 

What  we  want  now  is  more  good  writers  for  our  poultry 
papers.  I  am  greatly  pleased  to  see  that  there  are  several 
of  the  lady  fanciers  in  the  west  that  are  taking  up  the  pen 
and  telling  the  world  of  their  experience  in  poultry  raising. 
This  is  what  we  want— not  what  they  have  heard  someone 
else  say,  and  then  changed  the  language  a  little  to  make  it  suit 
their  case  or  make  them  popular  as  a  writer.  But  they  are 
telling  us  just  what  they  do  and  are  doing  in  their  own 
poultry  yards.  I  know  lady  fanciers  that  have  with  one 
acre  of  ground  cleared  $200  per  year,  just  from  their  poul¬ 
try.  It  was  not  that  they  raised  such  large  numbers  ;  they 
could  not,  because  their  ground  would  not  hold  them  ;  but 
what  they  raised  were  very  fine.  They  received  just  as 
good  care  as  the  babies  in  the  house.  Their  combs  were 
kept  just  so  and  then  there  were  bars  around  the  house  so 
as  to  keep  them  from  rubbing  or  breaking  off  their  feathers 
on  the  legs.  When  their  birds  were  fully  developed  they 
were  just  as  fine  birds  as  could  be,  and  then  when  they  came 
in  the  show  room  it  was  not  the  birds’  fault  if  they  did  not 
get  first  prize — it  was  poor  breeding.  I  don’t  know  but  I 
made  a  mistake  in  trying  to  talk  on  this  subject,  “Poultry 
Literature,”  although  I  have  very  much  to  do  with  it.  I  go 
to  the  poultry  shows,  and  then  by  my  pictures  tell  the  peo¬ 
ple  what  I  see.  And  really  that  is  what  we  want  men  and 
women  to  do  in  our  poultry  literature.  Tell  the  world  at 
large  what  you  see  in  poultry.  I  will  try  this  evening  in 
the  show  room  to  place  birds  of  different  breeds 'on  paper, 
and  much  rather  let  my  pictures  talk  for  me.  I  wish  simply 
in  closing  to  thank  you  for  your  attention  and  the  courtesy 
shown  me. 

This  address  was  followed  by  a  very  interesting  speech 
by  Mr.  F.  B.  Donisthorpe  of  Geneva,  subject,  “The  Price  of 
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Fancy  Fowls.”  (The  Secretary  regrets  exceedingly  that 
he  is  unable  to  give  Mr.  Donisthorpe’s  address.  The 
stenographer  failed  to  take  it,  and  Mr.  Donisthorpe  cannot 
recall  enough  to  justify  him  in  writing  from  memory.) 

At  this  point  in  the  evening  program  Mr.  Ludden  inter¬ 
rupted  the  proceedings,  and  spoke  as  follows  : 

Mr.  President :  I  presume  the  members  of  our  asso¬ 
ciation  are  gathered  herein  this  hall  more  compactly  tonight 
than  we  probably  will  be  at  any  other  time  in  our  conven¬ 
tion.  I  have  had  a  little  matter  referred  to  me  with  the 
request  to  present  at  the  most  opportune  time.  Rule  18  in 
the  Rules  of  Order  of  our  association  says  :  “No  protest 
against  any  award  will  be  entertained  unless  it  is  made  in 
writing  and  signed  by  a  majority  of  the  exhibitors  in  that 
class.”  I  am  not  an  exhibitor,  but  I  am  a  member  of  the  asso¬ 
ciation,  and  I  have  in  my  hand  tonight  a  score  card  upon 
which  I  want  to  enter  a  protest.  In  symmetry,  weight,  condi¬ 
tion,  head,  neck,  eyes,  this  score  card  is  all  correct.  The  great 
cardinal  points  show  an  excellent  marking,  and  yet  the 
score  card  says  that  our  President  is  disqualified  on  account 
of  time.  In  other  words,  the  President  of  our  association  is 
knocked  out  by  his  great  big  turkey  Tom  scoring  97-g-  points. 
The  association  could  not  stand  this,  and  rather  than  have 
their  President  disqualified  on  account  of  “time,”  they 
have  requested  me  to  present  you  with  this  elegant  Duber- 
Hampton  gold  watch  as  a  token  of  their  appreciation  of 
youi  earnest  endeavors  in  our  behalf,  and  your  untiring 
efforts  and  zeal  in  pushing  through  the  legislature  of  the 
state  of  Nebraska  the  bill  which  legalizes  our  association. 
Few,  if  any,  of  the  members  of  the  association  know  better 
than  he  who  now  addresses  you  what  you  did  in  behalf  of 
this  cause.  I  speak  from  experience.  I  know  that  again 
and  again  and  again  I  found  you  at  the  legislature  looking 
after  this  bill,  first  in  the  house,  and  then  after  you  had 
secured  success  in  that  branch  of  the  legislature,  you  fol- 
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lowed  it  over  to  the  senate,  keeping  close  watch  of  it  as  it 
moved  from  committee  room  to  committee  room,  and  finally 
saw  it  passed,  properly  enrolled,  engrossed,  signed  by  the 
presiding  officers  of  both  houses,  and  then  you  followed  it 
down  to  the  executive  departments,  watched* until  you  saw 
the  governor  add  his  signature  thereto,  thus  entering  it  upon 
the  statute  laws  of  the  state  of  Nebraska.  Therefore,  in 
behalf  of  the  members  of  this  association,  not  by  way  of 
remuneration  for  your  arduous  labors,  I  present  you  in  their 
name  this  gold  watch,  asking  you  to  accept  it  as  a  slight 
token  of  their  appreciation  of  your  labors  in  their  behalf. 

President  Lewelling  replied  as  follows  : 

“I  suppose  it  is  in  order  for  me  to  make  a  speech,  a  re¬ 
sponse,  to  say  something  at  least,  but  if  there  was  ever  a 
time  in  my  life  when  I  ought  to  speak,  and  cannot,  it  is 
now.  I  accept  the  present  in  the  spirit  in  which  it  is  given 
and  say  to  the  members  of  this  association,  one  and  all,  I 
thank  you.’' 

After  a  moment  or  two,  and  the  President  had  regained 
his  usual  composure,  he  added  :  ‘ ‘Members  of  the  Nebraska 
State  Poultry  Association,  it  was  for  the  good  of  our  indus¬ 
try  that  I  put  forth  every  effort,  just  referred  to  by  Mr. 
Ludden,  of  which  I  was  capable,  to  secure  the  enactment  of 
the  law  legalizing  our  association.  I  had  your  everv  en¬ 
couragement  to  press  the  bill  to  final  passage.  Had  it  not 
been  for  your  encouragement,  I  would  several  times  have 
given  up  the  work  and  returned  to  my  little  home  and 
family.  Your  repeated  urgings  caused  me  to  go  forward 
and  at  last,  just  before  the  close  of  the  legislature,  our  bill 
was  passed  and  we  became  a  legal  institution  under  the  law's 
of  the  state.  As  to  the  token  which  you  have  presented 
me,  it  is  still  hard  indeed  for  me  to  describe  my  feelings.  If 
there’s  anything  that  inspires  a  man  and  makes  him  feel 
nearer  his  friends,  it  is  to  know'  that  his  labors  have  been 
appreciated  and  that  he  is  remembered.” 
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The  President  then  made  the  announcements  for  the  | 
next  evening’s  convention,  and  the  meeting  then  adjourned 
to  Exhibition  Hall  to  witness  the  work  of  Artist  Sewell. 
Several  birds,  of  various  varieties,  were  placed  on  the  plat¬ 
form  and  the  artist  drew  life-like  pictures  of  them,  to  the 
great  admiration  of  the  crowd  who  thronged  Exhibition 
Hall. 


Thursday  Evening,  January  18,  1894. 

The  association  was  called  to  order  by  the  President  at 
7  130  p.  m.  At  the  roll  call  of  the  members  twenty-eight  !i 
responded  in  person  and  seventeen  by  written  proxy;  total, 
forty-five.  The  minutes  of  the  previous  meetings  were  read 
and  approved.  The  minutes  of  the  September  meeting  held 
at  Lincoln  were  also  read  and  approved.  While  waiting 
for  the  officers  to  complete  their  reports  the  following  paper 
was  read  by  L.  P.  Ludden,  subject,  “Mating,”  by  S.  L. 
Wright,  of  Bethany  Neb.  : 

The  subject  of  mating  is  of  so  much  importance  to 
every  breeder  that  I  tremble  at  the  responsibility,  and  regret 
that  the  subject  was  not  assigned  to  someone  with  more  time 
and  larger  experience.  However,  after  asking  your  kindly 
criticism,  we  will  venture  a  few  shots  on  the  wing. 

It  is  often  said  that  “the  male  is  half  the  pen  this 
has  not  been  my  observation,  but  this  belief  is  accepted  and 
encouraged  by  many  breeders,  and  has  led  not  a  few 
amateurs  to  purchase  a  fine  male,  mating  him  to  well  bred 
grades, and  find  to  their  disappointment  all  their  chicks  dis¬ 
qualified.  We  would  say  to  all  such  beginners,  do  not  be 
discouraged,  nor  hope  to  perfect  such  fowls  before  the 
seventh  generation.  However,  too  much  care  cannot  be 
given  to  the  selection  of  your  males,  as  they  determine  the 
plumage,  symmetry  and  style  of  the  chick,  more  than  the 
female. 

The  matter  of  price  or  the  number  of  premiums  taken 
should  have  nothing  to  do  with  settling  the  question,  what 
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male  shall  1  place  at  the  head  of  the  pen:  Do  not  under¬ 
stand  me  to  discourage  the  premium  bird  ;  every  point  is 
valuable,  but  the  proper  mating  of  fowls  is  one  thing,  and 
the  score  card  is  entirely  a  diderent  matter. 

V 

This  is  a  day  of  specialties.  Keep  but  one  breed  only, 
but  have  four  or  more  breeding  pens,  for  several  reasons. 
First,  for  the  experiment  in  mating;  second,  for  the  moi  e 
uniform  division  of  your  females  as  to  color,  symetiy,  etc., 
placing  defects,  (if  any)  in  the  same  pen,  so  as  to  coirect 
the  same  with  a  more  perfect  male  ;  third  and  most  impoi- 
tant,  procure  new  blood.  No\V  you  laugh?  Teh  me 
then  how  any  breeder  can  perfect  and  keep  up  a  ceitain 
strain  bv  crossing  with  males  bought  of  Tom,  Dick  and 
Harry.  It  is  impossible  for  a  breeder  to  know  the  result  of 
such  crossing.  Many  a  fancier  is  kept  from  the  show  100m 
by  too  much  blood. 

Your  time  will  not  permit  of  an  illustiation  of  mating, 
next  year,  from  this  year’s  four  breeding  pens,  but  you  can 
see  that  it  is  practical,  from  the  four  diverging  lines  of 
relationship,  without  too  much  inbreeding. 

The  association  then  took  up  the  regular  order  of 


business. 

The  reports  of  the  officers  was  made  special  order  for 
Friday  evening.  Under  reports  of  committees  the  follow¬ 
ing  was  presented. 

Mr.  Osterhout  presented  the  following  : 


Your  committee  appointed  to  confer  with  the  State 
Board  of  Agriculture,  asking  them  to  employ  two  expert 
judges  for  the  poultry  department  at  the  State  Fair,  enlaig- 
ing  the  poultry  house  and  revising  the  premium  list,  would 
report  that  we  have  complied  with  our  instruction  and  lui- 
ther  report  upon  the  enlarging  of  the  poultry  house.  The 
president  of  the  State  Board  informs  us  that  the\  \\  ill  do 
nothing  in  way  of  enlarging  the  preseut  buildings  until  the 
question  of  Icca.Uon  is  settled  for  anothei  mini  of  }eais. 
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The  Board  are  willing  to  revise  their  list  and  include  al 

O 

utility  breeds  bred  in  Nebraska.  Upon  the  question  01 
judges  the  committee  ask  further  time. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

Geo.  W.  Osterhout, 

C.  M.  Lewelling, 

Committee. 

Report  adopted  and  the  committee  continued  to  com¬ 
plete  negotiations  with  the  State  Board  of  Agriculture. 

New  business. 

Resolved,  That  the  members  of  this  association  by  bal¬ 
lot  designate  their  first,  second  and  third  choice  for  judges 
for  our  next  exhibition.  Adopted. 

Mr.  Geo.  W.  Osterhout  and  E.  E.  Greer  were  appoint¬ 
ed  as  tellers. 

Ballot  resulted  as  follows  : 

Emory,  31  ;  Harris,  21  ;  Hitchcock,  20;  Shellenbarger, 
17;  Pierce,  6;  Butterfield,  6;  McLane,  8;  Hughes,  12; 
Smith,  3  ;  Sewell,  4  ;  Field,  2  ;  Baker  1. 

The  choice  of  judges  was  left  to  the  board  of  directors. 

E.  P.  Ludden  offered  the  following : 

Whereas,  The  city  of  Kearney  extended  a  most  cordial 
invitation  to  our  Nebraska  State  Poultry  Association  to  hold 
this  annual  meeting  together  with  our  winter  exhibition  in 
their  city,  and 

Whereas,  They  have  most  faithfully  and  courteously 
kept  their  several  promises  to  us  ;  therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  association  are  due, 
and  are  hereby  extended,  to  the  citizens  of  Kearney  for  the 
promptness  and  alacrity  with  which  they  have  fulfilled  their 
several  pledges. 

Resolved,  That  we  tender  our  thanks  to  His  Honor, 
Mayor  Brady,  for  his  cordial  welcome,  the  freedom  of  the 
city  and  continued  presence  with  us,  to  the  committee  on 
arrangements,  for  the  many  courtesies  extended ;  to  the 
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itizens  of  Kearney  and  vicinity  for  the  marked  way  in 
ffiich  they  have  attended  the  exhibition  ;  to  the  Common 
jlouncil  for  the  use  of  this  hall  for  our  meetings  ;  to  the 
ress  of  the  city  for  the  complete  reports  given  and  faithful 
ervices  rendered. 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  be  instructed  to  transmit 
copy  of  this  action  to  the  Council  through  Mayor  Brady 
nd  that  he  also  furnish  the  press  of  the  city  with  copies. 
Ldopted. 

The  association  then  proceeded  by  ballot  to  the  election 
f  officers  for  the  ensuing  year,  resulting  as  follows  : 

President,  C.  M.  Lewelling,  Western,  Nebr. 

Vice  President,  Geo.  W.  Osterhout,  David  City,  Nebr. 

Secretary,  Albert  Lemen,  Lincoln,  Nebr. 

Treasurer,  Wm.  A.  Armstrong,  Greenwood,  Nebr. 

Directors,  L.  P.  Ludden,  Lincoln,  Nebr.;  E.  C.  Blow- 
rs,  Edgar,  Nebr.;  E.  E.  Greer,  Beatrice,  Nebr.;  A.  S. 
otter,  Kearney,  Nebr.;  E.  C.  Worden,  Auburn,  Nebr. 

The  New  England  Fancier  having  offered  a  prize  for 
lie  best  looking  lady  exhibitor  and  two  entries  being  made 
r  this  premium  the  association  proceeded  by  ballot  to  de- 
de  the  question.  The  result  of  the  ballot  gave  the  premi- 
m  to  Mrs.  Minnie  Chandler,  of  Kearney,  Nebraska. 

President  Lewelling  announced  that  on  Friday  even- 
ig  at  the  close  of  the  addresses  the  ladies  of  Kearney 
Guld  extend  a  reception  to  the  members  of  the  Associa¬ 
te  at  the  home  of  Mrs.  Stodard.  In  closing  he  also  spoke 
(  the  great  success  of  this  meeting-one  of  the  best  ever 
feld  in  the  history  of  the  association.  And  while  we  were 
tankful  for  all  that  Kearney  had  done  for  us  yet  thev 
lemed  not  satisfied  until  they  placed  us  under  still  further 
(ligations. 

The  exercises  of  this  evening  were  interspersed  by 
usic  by  Mrs.  Chandler. 

Adjourned  to  Friday  evening  at  7  130. 
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Friday  Evening,  Jan’y.  19,  1894. 

The  association  assembled  promptly  at  7  130  with 
President  Lewelling  in  the  chair. 

Roll  called  and  minutes  of  previous  meeting  read  and 
approved. 

The  first  paper  ot  the  evening  was  by  Mrs.  Emma  I 
Mellett,  Harris,  Colo.,  read  by  L.  P.  Ludden,  subject: 
“Women  in  Poultry  Culture.” 

My  early  experience  with  poultry  culture  is  limited  to 
only  two  or  three  recollections  :  One  when  a  child  of  nine 
years,  in  the  town  of  Eureka,  California,  eggs  were  selling 
at  fifty  cents  a  dozen  and  I  carried  enough  eggs  to  the  vil¬ 
lage  store  to  buy  me  a  school  dress.  I  do  not  remember 
then  that  we  gathered  many  eggs,  and  as  to  chickens,  I 
only  remember  what  two  were  like.  One  was  a  blue  pullet, 
and  I  remember  that  she  laid  her  first  egg  on  Sunday,  one 
time  when  the  whole  family  were  at  church  but  myself.  I 
have  always  loved  blue  hens  since  then,  and  some  day  I 
mean  to  have  a  blue  breed.  The  other  chicken  that  I  re¬ 
member  was  a  little  half-grown  black  pullet,  with  a  top-knot. 
She  was  my  pet,  she  would  eat  from  my  hand,  or  fly  to  my 
head  ;  but  one  time  I  went  to  drive  her  away  from  some 
chickens  I  was  feeding,  and  I  happened  to  touch  the  back 
of  her  neck  with  a  long  stick  and  she  died  too  quick  even 
to  flutter.  I  immediately  lost  all  interest  in  chickens,  and 
for  six  years  I  have  no  recollection  that  we  kept  any.  But 
first  let  me  tell  you  how  those  hens  were  fed.  In  the  hen 
house  was  nailed  a  box,  slatted  so  that  the  hens  could  get 
their  heads  into  the  feed,  but  not  their  feet :  in  that  box  was 
corn  kept  always.  The  entrance  to  the  house  was  through 
an  opening  at  the  bottom,  yet  it  was  no  uncommon  occur- 
rance  to  find  our  neighbors’  turkeys  and  black  Spanish 
hens  perched  upon  our  roosts,  after  they  had  eaten  their  fill 
of  corn.  Of  course  there  was  but  little  profit  in  a  corn  diet, 
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and  in  feeding  our  neighbors’  flock,  so  be  assured  there  was 
but  little  enthusiasm  afloat. 

My  next  recollection  is  that  when  I  was  sixteen  years 
old  we  happened  to  get  a  trio  of  White  Leghorns.  They 
were  beauties  ;  I  well  remember  their  style  and  carriage  ; 
but  instead  of  turning  them  loose  to  improve  the  rest  of  the 
flock,  which  was  only  a  small  one,  they  were  shut  in  a  tiny 
lath  pen,  and  after  a  short  time  they  died,  doubtless  from 
neglect. 

We  moved  around  quite  a  little,  and  as  I  look  back 
over  the  places  we  lived  I  can  now  see  how  admirably 
adpated  many  of  them  were  to  poultry  culture.  Eggs  in 
California  were  considered  cheap  when  they  got  down  to 
twenty-five  cents  a  dozen,  and  what  grand  opportunities 
were  lost !  My  folks  were  not  possessed  with  any  great 
amount  of  this  world's  goods,  and  many  a  time  have  I  sat 
up  till  twelve  and  one  o’clock  at  night,  making  buttonholes 
for  pin  money,  and  then  dropping  off  to  sleep  in  school  next 
day.  Had  I  known  then  about  poultry  profits,  how  differ¬ 
ently  I  could  have  done.  I  did  not  then  know  that  such  a 
thing  as  poultry  literature  existed. 

The  State  of  Nebraska,  in  appropriating  the  sum  of 
$1,000  to  further  on  the  poultry  industry  and  disseminate 
'  poultry  knowledge,  has  made  a  move  in  a  happy  direction. 
Let  poultry  news  be  spread  in  the  city  and  country  papers, 
that  people  may  think  on  the  subject.  When  it  is  remem¬ 
bered  that  millions  of  dollars  are  sent  out  of  the  United 
States  annually  for  poultry  products,  there  need  be  little 
fear  of  over  production. 

•Our  poultry  journals  are  doing  a  good  work,  and  the 
stand  many  of  them  are  taking,  in  giving  to  lady  contribu¬ 
tors  such  hearty  welcome,  is  doing  much  to  popularize 
poultry  keeping  among  women.  There  is  room  for  more 
poultry  literature  in  all  of  our  agricultural  journals.  A  few 
of  them  have  good  poultry  departments,  but  it  is  only  a  few. 
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There  is  no  way  in  which  a  farmer’s  wife  or  daughter 
may  more  effectually  broaden  her  life  and  opportunities 
than  by  taking  up  the  culture  of  poultry.  It  so  often  hap¬ 
pens  that  the  farm  flock  is  not  a  .source  of  revenue,  and  it 
takes  a  big  portion  of  the  farmer’s  wheat  crop  to  pay  his 
last  year’s  grocery  bill,  while  at  the  same  time  his  wife  has 
no  spending  money.  Ten  to  one  she  does  not  like  out-of- 
door  work,  and  doubtless  knows  nothing  about  chickens. 
Sometimes  it  is  her  fault,  sometimes  it  is  not.  There  are  so 
many ,  many  men  who  declare  that  chickens  do  not  pa}^,  and 
oftentimes  when  the  woman  takes  up  the  poultry  culture, 
she  does  so  against  the  solemn  protest  of  all  the  men  folks 
of  the  family.  This  however  should  be  no  draw-back  to  an 
energetic  woman,  for  if  she  is  determined  to  succeed  the 
battle  will  be  only  short ;  poultry  returns  come  quickly,  and 
it  will  take  only  a  few  months  to  show  the  men  folks  where 
they  can  go  to  borrow  a  dollar,  in  a  pinch.  Then  the  vic¬ 
tory  is  won.  Their  granaries  full  will  be  thrown  open  ;  they 
will  hunt  up  bones,  help  build  nests,  erect  new  hen  houses, 
and  yards  and  really  even  help  chase  the  chickens. 

I  saw  a  little  merriment  in  court  not  long  since  by  a 
woman  on  the  witness  stand,  who  when  asked  her  occupa¬ 
tion  replied  :  “I  am  a  chicken  chaser.”  With  regard  to 
“chicken  chasing”  I  have  always  found  that  when  a  hen 
proves  refractory,  and  will  not  go  where  wanted,  if  I  just 
take  off  my  apron  and  flourish  it  at  her  the  task  is  done, 
and  the  hen  will  go  anywhere.  This  one  thing  is  fact 
enough  to  prove  that  women  are  better  adapted  to  chicken 
raising  than  men,  for  the  men  never  wear  aprons.  There 
is  absolutely  nothing  about  poultry  work  that  the  woman  of 
average  strength  cannot  accomplish,  even  to  cleaning  out 
the  henhouse,  and  it  requires  that  persistent  watchfulness  in 
which  woman  as  a  rulev  are  so  efficient.  The  other  day  I 
heard  a  young  woman  ask  her  father  for  $2.75  with  which 
to  buy  a  hat.  The  poor  man  was  of  the  opinion  that  the 
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amount  would  buy  only  a  very  poor  hat,  yet  he  could  not 
spare  even  that.  They  formerly  lived  on  a  farm,  but  had 
moved  to  town  because  the  father  was  a  printer,  and  because 
he  was  too  much  of  a  cripple  to  do  farm  work.  In  town 
they  had  two  lots  and  no  near  neighbors.  Suppose  that 
young  lady  had  brought  from  the  farm  fifty  young  hens,  to 
care  for  in  her  city  home.  Would  she  have  needed  to  ask 
her  father  for  hats? 

It  is  not  in  the  province  of  this  paper  to  tell  the  how 
and  wherefor  of  chicken  lore,  so  I  would  but  add,  till  I  be¬ 
gan  reading  poultry  journals  my  chickens  ate  their  heads 
off,  and  it  is  my  opinion  that  the  poultry  journals  are  doing 
today  more  to  broaden  the  lives  of  women  than  any  other 
one  branch  of  literature.  Let  a  woman  know  that  there  is 
a  place  for  her  in  the  busy  life  of  business  ;  let  her  find  that 
at  the  trading  posts  of  meat  shop  and  grocery  store  she  may 
inflate  her  pocket  book  and  provide  her  home,  not  only  with 
necessities  but  luxuries  ;  teach  her  that  the  better  she  enjoys 
her  work,  the  more  success  will  crown  her  efforts,  and  you 
take  from  her  life  the  humdrum,  you  make  her  a  creature 
self-reliant.  Above  all  poultry  keeping  does  in  no  way 
conflict  with  home  keeping,  and  the  amount  of  aid  the  little 
folks,  growing  up,  can  give  is  not  only  a  material  help,  but 
it  makes  them  the  happy  children  of  a  happy  nlother. 

Albert  Lemen  read  the  following  paper,  subject : 
“Feeding  Cut  Bone’1: 

How  to  get  the  most  eggs  in  winter  is  a  subject  inter¬ 
esting  to  every  poultry  man  who  keeps  fowls  for  the  money 
to  be  derived  from  them,  and  this  difficulty  can  be  rendered 
easier  by  feeding  green  bone  meal,  which  keeps  the  fowls 
in  prime  health,  and  consequently  in  prime  laying  form. 
Bones  when  ground  coarse  are  often  sharp  edged,  and 
serve  as  grit  for  masticating  the  food  in  the  gizzard,  thus 
rendering  a  service  as  well  as  providing  the  materials  for 
the  production  of  eggs.  In  cut  bone  we  find  the  necessary 
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phosphates,  and  also  litne  for  the  shells,  to  a  certain  extent, 
and  they  also  contain  a  proportion  of  nitrogen.  This  food 
is  not  intended  to  wholly  supplant  the  feeding  of  corn, 
wheat,  oats,  barley,  &c.,  but  rather  to  take  the  place  of  bugs, 
worms,  insects  and  such  animal  food.  From  experience  I 
am  able  to  assert,  as  egg  food  green  bone  has  no  equal, 
keeping  the  fowls  in  splendid  condition  and  well  fortified 
against  disease,  and  birds  so  fed  will  produce  more  fertile 
eggs  and  stronger  chicks  than  birds  fed  on  an  exclusive 
grain  diet.  You  may  feed  cut  bone  to  chicks  only  a  few 
days  old  and  they  will  enjoy  it.  I  feed  twice  a  week  about 
ten  pounds  to  one  hundred  chicks.  A  good  bone  cutter  is  a 
most  valuable  addition  to  the  farm  machinery,  and  will  pay 
for  itself  in  a  short  time,  both  in  eggs  and  in  a  greater 
growth  of  chicks. 

Rev.  Li.  P.  Ludden  then  delivered  the  following  ad¬ 
dress,  subject:  uThe  Value  of  the  Hen  and  tier  Products 
from  a  Commercial  Standpoint.1’ 

Mr.  President ,  Members  oj  the  Association ,  Ladies  and  Gen¬ 
tlemen  : 

I  am  exceedingly  glad  that  there  is  to  be  a  reception 
to  follow  our  exercises  this  evening,  for  as  most  of  you 
know  I  have  just  left  my  desk  in  exhibition  hall  to  talk  to 
you.  The  officers  have  give  me  unlimited  sway  and  while 
I  ma}^  not  get  tired  I  know  you  may  before  we  can  fairly 
present  the  greatness  of  this  question. 

We  stand  here  tonight  to  present  to  you  some  things 
in  connection  with  the  commercial  value  of  the  hen 
and  products.  To  my  mind  it  is  a  far  reaching 
question.  An  intensely  practical  subject  confronting 
our  world  today  —  the  hen  and  her  product  from 
the  commercial  point  of  view.  It  is  a  question  of 
tremendous  importance  and  yet  a  question  that  it  is  hard  to 
get  at  the  real  facts,  because  the  subject  has  been  so  long 
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neglected,  so  often  passed  by,  by  those  who  ought  to  be  the 
most  thoroughly  interested  in  it.  Upon  all  the  other  phases 
of  the  poultry  question  facts  and  figures  have  been  attained, 
mistakes  corrected,  defects  remedied.  The  result  of  all  this 
study  is  apparent  in  these  various  lines.  The  requisites  for 
a  poultry  house  everybody  understands  as  they  read  the 
various  poultry  papers.  Hardly  a  new  thing  is  needed  ; 
patented  and  unpatented  devices  without  number  have  been 
sprung  upon  the  poultry  keeper  in  the  way  of  suitable 
buildings  and  complete  equipment ;  whether  you  wish  to 
keep  a  dozen  fowls  or  run  the  ranch  up  into  the  hundreds 
of  thousands,  or  are  an  old  hand  at  the  business  or  simply 
an  amateur  breeder.  Even  from  the  open  straw  shed  facing 
the  south  to  the  more  perfectly  arranged,  completely  equip¬ 
ped,  steam-heated  building.  Interesting,  ably  and  amply 
have  been  the  discussions  along  this  line. 

Along  the  line  of  mating,  experience  has  laid  down  the 
rules  and  made  her  record,  so  that  the  trained  fancier  knows 
just  what  to  do  as  he  turns  over  the  books  and  papers  he 
reads,  just  what  to  do  in  the  mating  of  the  fowls  to  produce 
certain  conditions,  or  certain  color,  or  certain  form  in  the 
breed  that  he  is  doting  upon,  or  to  produce  the  fowl  with 
the  beautifully  penciled  feathers  that  will  stand  up  so  near 
the  “Standard”  in  the  competitive  work  of  the  show  room 
and  give  the  score  card  that  every  breeder  is  proud  of. 
Yes,  mating  has  been  so  closely  studied  that  when  the  judge 
is  through  with  his  work  and  the  admiring  friends  pass 
around  the  room  they  do  not  say,  “Well,  that  is  a  good 
card.  Didn’t  he  have  good  luck  in  mating?”  Poultry  men 
know  that  it  is  the  blood  that  tells  the  story  after  all. 

Along  the  line  of  the  general  management  of  the  poul¬ 
try,  our  poultry  papers  are  always  up  to  the  times  and  vie- 
ing  with  each  other  to  see  how  they  can  keep  their  subscrib¬ 
ers  best  informed  as  fall  approaches,  or  winter  is  upon  us  or 
the  summer  heat  is  poured  down  upon  our  birds.  The 


44 


NEBRASKA  STATE  POULTRY  ASSOCIATION. 


dressing  and  shipping  of  poultry  and  eggs,  the  great  com¬ 
mission  houses  send  out  such  complete  instructions  that  the 
occasional  shipper,  though  untrained  in  the  work,  need  not 
err.  But  when  you  come  down  the  commercial  value  to 
the  question,  what  is  a  hen  and  her  products  worth  to  the 
United  States,  the  great  books  on  poultry  and  those  who 
make  economics  a  study  are  as  silent  as  a  last  year’s  bird’s 
nest  out  in  these  trees  during  this  delightful  January 
weather.  It  is  simply  amazing  how  little  attention  has  been 
paid  to  this  great  question  even  by  our  poultry  men,  as  well 
as  by  those  who  make  economics  a  study.  I  repeat  what 
the  president  said  in  his  response  to  the  welcome  given  bv 
the  mayor:  “While  the  breeding  of  poultry  may  seem  a 
small  business,  and  while  it  is  looked  upon  by  some  with 
contempt,  yet  it  is  today  the  most  gigantic  branch  of  the 
live  stock  industries.”  Breeders  of  poultry  hardly  realize 
its  tremendous  importance.  Other  agricultural  industries 
that  do  not  reach  one-fourth  the  commercial  value  of  poul¬ 
try,  with  but  little  effort  can  gain  a  hearing  before  the 
proper  committee  or  in  the  halls  of  congress  ;  have  special 
committees  or  special  agents  appointed  to  investigate  and 
then  carry  that  investigation  until  there  is  nothing  left  but 
the  investigation,  or  if  they  find  anything  in  the  investiga¬ 
tion  worth  reporting  it  seems  but  little  trouble  to  secure 
remedial  legislation  backed  by  figures  that  seem  to  startle 
our  Bureaus  of  Industrial  Statistics  into  a  spirit  of  rivalry 
to  see  who  can  secure  the  best  and  most  accurate  statistics. 

But  what  of  this  industry?  Just  as  soon  as  the  com¬ 
mittee  notified  me  of  my  subject  for  this  evening,  I  wrote 
the  Secretary  of  Agriculture  at  Washington,  asking  if  in 

his  department  he  had  any  statistics  bearing  upon  this  sub¬ 
ject.  This  inquiry  brought  the  lollowing  reply : 

UNITED  STATES  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE,  DIVISION  OF 

STATISTICS. 

Washington,  D.  C.,  January  8,  1894. 

Sir  : — Your  letter  of  the  30th  received.  This  office 
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has  published  no  statistics  of  the  poultry  industry  of  the 
United  States,  and  has  referred  your  letter  to  the  census 
office,  which  may  be  able  to  give  you  some  data. 

Respectfully, 

(signed)  Henry  A,  Robinson,  Statistician. 

To  Luther  P.  Ludden,  Lincoln,  Neb. 

We  h  ave  statistics  m  the  Agricultural  Department  at 
.  Washington  on  almost  every  conceivable  subject;  but  upon 
this  one  great  subject  Secretary  Morton  says,  “We  have 
nothing  written.”  Evidently  the  Agricultural  Department 
at  Washington  knows  nothing  about  the  commercial  value 
of  the  hen  and  her  products  in  the  United  States.  Almost 
every  subject  that  the  farmer  is  in  any  way  interested  in, 
volume  after  volume  has  been  printed  upon.  They  find  a 
little  weed  up  in  the  Dakotas,  the  Russian  thistle,  for  in¬ 
stance  ;  men  stand  upon  the  floor  of  congress  and  say*: 
“Let  us  appropriate  a  million  dollars  that  we  may  investi¬ 
gate  the  Russian  thistle,  that  we  may  find  out  how  much  it 
is  going  to  damage  our  great  United  States  and  what  will 
be  the  best  way  to  eradicate  it.”  The  appropriations  are 
made,  and  the  investigation  begins.  They  look  along  the 
lines  of  the  railways,  and  they  find  that  the  railway  trains 
carrying  cattle  from  the  Dakotas  down  to  our  markets  at 
South  Omaha  and  Kansas  City  must  also  be  carrying  the 
seeds  of  the  Russian  thistle,  and  so,  only  last  week,  another 
member  of  congress,  in  addressing  that  august  body,  says  : 
“Give  us  another  million  dollars  to  investigate  still  further 
the  Russian  thistle.”  No  one  disparages  this  work  or  would 
have  our  great  Agricultural  Department  at  Washington 
hindered  in  this  noble  work  of  looking  after  and  seeking  to 
cut  out  that  which  might  prove  a  serious  barrier  upon  many 
parts  of  our  state.  Neither  will  we  say :  “It  is  money 
thrown  away.”  We  do  not  want  these  beautiful  prairies 
dotted  over  with  the  miserable  Russian  thistle. 

But  suppose  the  poultry  men  of  the  United  States 
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could  have  one  million  dollars  appropriated  by  congress, 
that  a  careful  and  pains-taking  investigation  might  be  made 
as  to  the  commercial  value  of  the  hen  and  her  products.  If 
the  United  States  government  would  set  aside  just  one 
million  dollars  for  one  year,  or  say  one-half  million  dollars, 
for  the  carrying  on  of  this  particular  work,  the  results,  I 
know,  would  be  astounding,  and  poultry  men  would  not# 
have  to  beg  and  plead  that  their  industry  might  be  fairly 
and  tully  represented  in  the  statistics  of  this  nation.  And 
in  addition  to  the  volumes  already  printed  on  noxious 
weeds,  destructive  insects  and  fatal  diseases,  our  Secretary 
of  Agriculture  would  not  have  to  say:  “We  have  not  a 
line  upon  the  great  poultry  industry  of  this  land.”  Let  us 
follow  our  letter  to  Secretary  Morton  over  to  the  Census 
, Office,  where  he  referred  it,  and  here  is  the  reply  from  that 
department : 

DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  INTERIOR.  CENSUS  OFFICE. 

Washington,  D.  C.,  January  9,  1894. 

Dear  Sir  : — I  am  in  receipt  of  your’s  by  reference 
from  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture,  asking  for  statistics 
relative  to  the  poultry  industry. 

I  regret  that  I  am  not  able  to  aid  you  in  securing  the 
information  desired,  but,  as  yet,  the  tabulation  of  the 
returns  of  this  nature,  as  collected  at  the  Eleventh  Census, 
has  not  been  completed.  I  am,  respectfully, 

(signed)  Carroll  D.  Wright, 

Commissioner  of  Labor  in  Charge. 

Luther  P.  Ludden,  Lincoln,  Neb. 

This  letter  from  our  great  Census  Office  at  Washington 
shows  us  that  almost  four  years  after  the  'United  States 
attempted  to  gather  statistics  along  this  line  they  are  not  yet 
available.  Several  generations  of  the  hens  that  they  then 
counted  have  been  born  and  long  since  gone  the  way  of 
thousands  of  their  companions. 

Failing  in  this  direction  to  secure  statistics,  I  visited 
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our  state  library.  Surely,  I  said  to  myself,  we’ll  find  some¬ 
thing  along  this  line  in  this  multitude  of  books,  but,  to  my 
utter  surprise,  not  a  poultry  book  of  any  kind,  not  even  the 

Standard,  nor  even  any  of  the  old  books  published  in  the 
3Tears  when  we  had  quite  a  flood  in  poultry  literature.  All 
we  found  was  a  few  statistics  that  England  had  gathered 
concerning  her  poultry  industry.  Just  bare  statistics,  how 
many  dozen  hens,  how  many  dozen  chickens,  how  many 
dozen  eggs  and  how  many  pounds  sterling  they  were  worth 
in  the  England  market. 

■  From  this  treasure  house  of  books  we  wended  our  way 
to  the  special  department  of  agriculture  in  the  state  house, 
and  in  their  large  library  of  books  volume  after  volume  can 
be  found  on  the  horse,  cattle,  sheep  and  swine,  but  not  a 
little  book  of  ten  pages  on  the  poultry  question.  In  the 
department  of  statistics  of  Nebraska,  we  said,  surely  here 
we  will  find  something  that  will  help  solve  this  problem, 
because  while  I  was  in  charge  of  this  work  under  a  former 
administration,  at  the  suggestion  of  the  officers  of  this 
association  and  our  more  ardent  and  enthusiastic  poultry 
lovers,  we  started  the  work  . of  gathering  poultry  statistics  in 
Nebraska,  but  this  work,  on  investigation,  we  found  had 
been  abandoned.  In  response  to  our  inquiry,  Deputy 
Commissioner  Erion,  now  in  charge  of  the  office,  said  : 
“No,  I  have  failed  so  far  to  gather  the  poultry  statistics.  I 
have  been  studying  for  a  year  how  to  get  at  this  work  and 
gather  these  statistics,  and  after  a  year’s  study  I  am  not  able 
to  discover  the  way  to  complete  the  work.”  From  the  state 
house  we  went  to  the  state  university.  In  the  agricultural 
department  we  did  find  that  most  excellent  book  of  Wri  gin’s 
on  Poultry,  but  even  that  does  not  touch  the  commercial 
side.  Grand  as  this  book  is,  it  only  tells  about  poultry 
houses,  poultry  breeding,  poultry  mating,  and  the  different 
varieties  as  we  know  them.  It  is  an  excellent  book,  com¬ 
plete  so  far  as  it  takes  up  the  work,  and  I’d  like  to  say  for 
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the  benefit  of  those  interested  in  poultry  work  that  our  own 
great  state  university  has  made  an  advance  in  poultiy 
matters  this  year  over  all  former  years.  As  most  of  you 
know,  they  have  a  special  course  in  agriculture.  The  dean  of 
the  agricultural  college  informs  me  that  he  has  decided  this 
year  to  give  special  lectures  upon  this  very  important 
subject. 

We  h  ave  gone  thus  into  detail,  not  that  it  was  neces¬ 
sary  in  order  to  arrive  at  the  commercial  value  of  the  hen, 
but  that  we  might  more  clearly  show  you  how  little  atten¬ 
tion  is  paid  to  this  great  subject  by  those  whom  our  govern¬ 
ment  and  our  state  expect  to  be  greatly  interested  in  this 
work.  Down  at  Washington  there  are  those  whose  special 
work  it  is  to  gather  statistics  of  our  industries.  In  the  sta¬ 
tistical  department  of  our  state  it  is  made  their  special  work 
to  gather  statistics  along  the  line  of  our  important  industries, 
and  yet  along  this  one  industry  we  find  that  nothing  has 
been  done, — and  I  sometimes  think  nothing  will  be  done 
until  the  poultry  men  of  our  state  and  nation  insist  with  all 
the  vigor  they  possess  that  something  be  done  to  properly 
place  this  industry  before  the  people.  It  is  gratifying  to 
note  that  in  all  parts  of  our  land  this  subject  is  awakening  a 
new  interest,  and  more  and  more  inquiries  are  being  made 
along  this  line.  The  average  individual  believes  that  the 
hen  and  her  product  has  but  little  value  in  the  great  com¬ 
mercial  movements  of  today.  If  the  hen  only  had  a  vote, 
we’d  not  have  any  difficulty  in  finding  out  how  many  there 
are  in  the  United  States.  No  more  difficulty  than  our  nation 
has  in  dealing  with  John  Chinaman.  Give  John  a  vote,  and 
many  of  the  perplexing  questions  concerning  him  would 
soon  be  relegated  to  the  rear. 

I  sometimes  look  back,  in  imagination,  to  the  old  days 
before  the  railways  when  they  used  to  drive  poultry  on  foot 
just  as  they  drive  cattle,  horses  or  sheep.  It  is  a  wonderful 
sight  to  see  a  great  flock  of  these  birds  driven  along  our 
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highway.  I  think  if  the  people  of  Buffalo  county  could  sec- 
all  the  poultry  of  their  county  brought  together  in  one  flock 
and  driven  down  your  main  street  you’d  have  as  many  peo¬ 
ple  turn  out  to  see  the  great  sight  as  you  would  if  President 
Cleveland  were  to  visit  your  enterprising  Midway  City.  And 
so  if  down  through  Pennsylvania  Avenue  such  a  wondrous 
procession  could  be  sent,  it  would  awaken  the  understand¬ 
ing  ot  men  and  create  an  interest  in  our  poultry  work  which 
would  require  but  little  further  urging  to  bring  about  the  oft 
desired  results.  The  average  individual  thinks  that  the  hen 
has  but  little  value,  and  so  in  discussing  this  question  this 
evening  we  do  not  wish  you  to  think  that  we  are  speaking 
from  the  standpoint  of  the  fancier,  whose  high-scoring  birds 
command  prices  which  by  many  are  considered  fabulous. 
I  believe  in  the  work  of  the  show7  room.  I  believe  sincerely 
in  the  work  of  breeding  high-scoring  fowls.  But  wTere  I  to 
speak  upon  this  subject,  in  the  end  you'd  have  your  idea 
and  Pd  have  mine,  and  they  would  differ  just  as  w7e  look  at 
the  subject,  or  as  our  particular  fancies  run.  In  New  York 
state  I  wras  told  of  an  old  lady,  a  widow7,  worth  many  thous¬ 
and  dollars,  she  d  grown  old,  lived  w  ith  her  son  and 
daughter  ;  she  wras,  as  we  sometimes  speak,  childish.  One 
day  she  became  impressed  with  the  idea  that  she  ought  to 
marry  again  and  that  there  w7as  no  man  that  she  would  like 
so  well  to  have  for  her  husband  as  William,  the  hired  man. 
William  was  about  eighteen  years  old,  about  in  his  first 
childhood,  and  grandma  wras  betwreen  sixty  and  seventy, 
her  second  childhood.  William  told  her  frankly  that  he'd 
be  willing  to  marry  her  if  she  w7ould  give  him  the  greater 
share  of  her  money.  She  consented,  but  the  son  and 
daughter  with  wrhorn  she  wTas  living  objected,  and  to  their 
ott  repeated  objection  the  mother  replied.  “Well  the  money 
is  mine  and  I  guess  I  can  do  with  it  as  I  please.”  Her  son 
and  daughter  repeated  their  objections,  but  it  was  no  use. 
They  could  not  get  the  idea  out  of  her  head.  Marry 

1 - '  W 


5o 


NEBRASKA  STATE  POULTRY  ASSOCIATION. 


she  would,  and  William  was  the  man  of  her  choice. 
Finally  one  day  her  son  said  to  her,  “Mother,  William  is 
going  to  paint  on  the  barn  this  afternoon,  and  if  you  can 
stand  in  the  doorway  and  see  William  on  the  ladder,  we’ll 
consent  that  you  shall  marry  him  and  will  say  nothing  more 
about  it.”  In  addition  to  being  old,  grandma  was  nearly 
blind.  After  dinner  they  took  her  out  on  the  veranda,  and 
the  son  said,  “Now,  mother,  William  is  painting  on  the  side 
of  the  big  barn,  and  if  you  can  see  him,  we’ll  have  no  more 
objections  to  your  marriage.”  The  old  lady  turned  her 
head  in  various  directions,  strained  her  eyes  as  best  she 
could,  and  finally  said,  “Strange,  strange,  very  strange,  I 
can  see  William  on  the  ladder  painting  plain  as  day,  but 
somehow  or  other  I  can’t  see  the  barn.” 

That’s  about  the  way  it  is  in  this  great  industry,  espec¬ 
ially  when  you  look  at  the  high  scoring  birds.  Many  times 
with  us  it’s  just  as  with  the  old  grandma.  She  saw  William, 
but  she  couldn’t  see  the  great  big  barn.  So  with  these  poul¬ 
try  fanciers.  They  see  in  their  high  scoring  birds,  what  we, 
looking  ever  so  closely,  might  not  discover.  We  leave  then 
that  side  of  the  question,  believing  that  the  work  of  the 
show  room  speaks  for  itself.  Visit  our  exhibition  in  yonder 
hall,  and  as  the  prize  ribbons  and  score  cards  attached  to 
the  coop  tell  their  story,  you  will  find  that  the  exhibition 
speaks  louder  and  better  than  I  ;  and  then  I  always  draw 
the  line  when  it  comes  to  talking  against  crowing  roosters, 
cackling  hens  and  quacking  ducks,  etc.,  of  the  fancy  chick¬ 
en  show. 

On  the  question  of  the  commercial  value  we  want  you 
to  understand  plainly  that  we  mean,  this  evening,  the  value 
of  the  hen  and  her  products  in  the  markets  of  the  world, 
with  no  score  card  or  blue,  red  or  white  ribbon  tacked 
against  their  coop.  It  is  simply  surprising  the  idea  that  the 
average  individual  will  hold  in  regard  to  the  commercial 
value  of  poultry  in  this  state  or  in  the  United  States.  Take 
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an  average  audience  of  farmers,  or  men  like  this  audience. 
Ask  them  to  give  an  estimate  of  the  commercial  value  of 
the  poultry  industry.  Then  go  further.  Ask  them  to  make 
comparative  figures.  How  does  it  compare  with  the  honey 
or  the  bee  industry,  or  with  the  combined  shipment  of  dairy 
products,  or  with  our  horses,  cattle,  sheep,  hogs?  Then 
how  does  it  compare  with  our  corn,  oats,  wheat?  And  the* 
average  guess  will  be  as  far  out  of  the  way  as  you’ll  think 
I  m  out  of  the  way  when  I  give  you  the  figures  that  the 
students  of  economics  have  already  collated  upon  this  sub¬ 
ject.  For  while  our  government  and  state  have  done  nothing 
along  this  line,  some  of  the  states  have  already  gathered 
statistics  and  present  quite  carefully  prepared  tables.  The 
commercial  value  of  all  our  farm  productions  is  estimated 
in  the  reports  of  the  great  Trans-Missouri  Commercial  Con¬ 
gress,  at  seven  billion  dollars,  two  billion  of  which  comes 
fiom  the  poultiy  and  dairv  interests  ot  the  United  States. 
And  as  the  dairy  industry  has  been  quite  successful  in  col¬ 
lecting  data  showing  the  commercial  value  of  their  products, 
we  see  from  these  reports  that  this  industry  is  assuming 
exceedingly  large  proportions.  The  investigation  of  these 
figures  during  the  past  few  years  has  awaKened  an  interest  in 
poultry  and  egg  shipments  such  as  never  known  before, 
and  the  result  of  this  awakening  will  be  more  startling  as 
those  interested  work  together  more  closely  for  the  gather¬ 
ing  of  complete  statistics  in  each  state.  Missouri  has  led 
the  way.  In  106  counties  the  Commissioner  of  Labor,  in 
addition  to  the  other  statistics,  gathered  those  regarding 
poultry  and  eggs.  He  found  that  the  poultry  and  eggs 
shipped  in  these  106  counties  almost  equals  the  combined 
shipments  of  corn  and  oats  for  the  same  counties,  and  that 
it  exceeds  by  more  than  a  half  million  dollars  the  combined 
shipments  of  iron  and  coal.  You  can  readily  see  how 
easy  it  is  to  get  the  shipments  of  corn  and  oats,  coal  and 
iron,  and  to  ascertain  their  commercial  value,  because  they 
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are  shipped  in  carload  lots  and  billed  by  the  agents  at  car¬ 
load  capacity,  while  in  gathering  the  poultry  statistics  we 
lose  sight  of  an  immense  amount  of  poultry  and  eggs  sold 
by  the  farmer  to  the  consumer.  I  have  no  doubt 
that  half  the  poultry  and  eggs  used  in  your  city  of  Kearney 
comes  directly  from  the  farmer  to  the  consumer,  or  itccmes 
*  from  those  who  gather  it  in  wagon  loads  and  drive  direct  to 
the  door  of  the  consumer,  or  it  comes  to  the  poultry  mer¬ 
chant  by  wagon,  who  in  turn  disposes  of  it  to  his  customers, 
while  only  the  surplus  is  shipped  to  other  great  centers. 
And  upon  such  surplus  shippings  the  figures  are  based. 
Then  in  computing  these  stasistics  no  account  whatever  is 
taken  of  the  large  amount  of  poultry  and  eggs  consumed  in 
the  homes  of  those  who  raise  poultry.  I  recognize  the 
difficulties  under  which  those  who  have  charge  of  our 
department  of  economics  labor  in  gathering  statistics  along 
this  line  of  the  commercial  value  of  the  hen,  but  other  lines 
of  work  at  one  time  presented  the  same  almost  impassable 
barriers  as  now  confront  us  in  this  industry.  But  men  were 
found  equal  to  the  task,  surmounting  every  obstacle,  over¬ 
coming  every  difficulty,  and  the  statistics  have  been  gath¬ 
ered  along  the  lines  where  men  once  said,  ‘'Failure  would 
crown  every  effort.”  And  I  say  today  that  what  other 
departments  of  economics  have  performed  in  the  gathering 
of  statistics  under  adverse  circumstances  can  be  accom¬ 
plished  in  this  direction  also. 

While  we  may  disappoint  you  this  evening  in  not  giv- 
ing  you  the  absolute  facts  you  might  expect  from  the  read¬ 
ing  of  our  subject,  if  we  can  only  awaken  an  interest  in  your 


women  in  other  states  in  writing  to  the  Department  of  Ag¬ 
riculture  at  Washington,  asking  them  to  investigate  this 
industry  and  gather  statistics  along  this  line  also,  we  feel 
that  we  will  have  accomplished  the  object  of  the  committee 
when  they  assigned  us  this  subject  and  place  on  the  pro- 
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gram.  And  in  addition  to  this,  I  want  to  say  to  the  poultry 
men  of  our  state,  send  in  a  few  straight  letters  to  the  Gov¬ 
ernor  of  our  state,  asking  him  to  place  this  matter  before 
our  department  of  economics.  It’s  not  beyond  the  power 
of  our  state  department  to  gather  these  statistics.  If  Mis¬ 
souri  can  gather  statistics  on  the  poultry  industry,  so  can 
Nebraska.  Missouri  and  Nebraska  thus  uniting  in  this  work 
we’ll  begin  to  see  our  neighbor  states  joining  with  us.  It 
will  be  but  a  short  time  before  the  complete  statistics  of  the 
nation  will  be  gathered,  and  you  as  pioneer  workers  in  this 
matter  will  be  amply  repaid  for  your  labor. 

If  President  Lewelling  and  those  who  labored  with  him 
for  the  passage  of  the  law  under  which  we  are  incorporated, 
should  tell  us  now  what  was  the  greatest  hindrance  they 
met  in  legislative  halls  it  would  be  something  like  this : 
“Lack  of  statistics  to  properly  set  before  the  legislature  the 
commercial  value  of  the  poultry  industry.”  Again  and 
again  I  heard  members  of  the  legislature  say,  “We’re  ready 
to  pass  this  bill  if  you’ll  only  give  us  the  statistics  and  back 
up  what  you  say.  What  is  the  hen  doing  for  the  United 
States?  What’s  the  value  of  the  poultry  industry?”  Ah, 
we  have  no  book  lo  place  before  them  as  they  have  on  the 
Russian  thistle,  all  complete  and  illustrated,  neatly  printed, 
setting  forth  every  feature  of  the  work. 

If  our  economic  departments  turn  their  attention  to  this 
subject  and  their  careful  computation  shall  have  been  com¬ 
pleted,  we  will  find  that  this  work  will  be  exceedingly  pro¬ 
fitable  from  a  commercial  point  of  view.  We’ll  find  also 
that  there  are  other  and  higher  considerations  which  lift  this 
question  up  above  the  poultry  breeders  of  certain  favorite 
sections.  We’ll  find  that  the  question  is  national  in  its  in¬ 
terests,  broad  as  is  our  land,  and  fully  as  interesting  as  any 
upon  which  the  United  States  department  has  made  the 
attempt  to  gather  statistics. 

In  some  of  our  larger  cities  in  the  western  part  of  the 
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United  States,  the  boards  of  trade,  through  their  secretaries, 
have  been  giving  considerable  attention  to  the  great  quan¬ 
tity  of  eggs  and  poultry  shipped  to  their  respective  markets. 
For  illustration,  take  Kansas  City.  In  1883  Kansas  City 
received  2,850  cases  of  eggs.  From  that  time  on  there  has 
been  a  steady  increase.  During  the  past  year  between  50,- 
000  and  60,000  cases  were  shipped  to  Kansas  City,  beside 
3,000  bbls.,  and  no  accounting  is  made  of  the  thousands  ot 
dozens  hauled  in  by  the  wagons  which  make  it  their  busi¬ 
ness  to  go  through  the  country  collecting  poultry  and  egg s. 
The  secretary,  in  closing  his  report,  says:  “There’s  less 
fluctuation  in  poultry  and  poultry  products  than  in  any  other 
line.  Hard  times  and  short  crops  make  very  little  differ¬ 
ence  when  the  year’s  work  is  completed.  Another  thing 
that  hinders  us  in  getting  at  the  real  commercial  facts  con¬ 
cerning  this  industry  is  . that  often  in  billing  a  box  of  fifty 
lbs.  or  a  barrel  of  two  hundreds  lbs.  or  a  crate  ot  eggs  they 
are  classed  as  packages,  and  you  can  form  but  little  idea  of 
how  many  pounds  of  poultry  or  how  many  dozen  eggs  the 
package  contains,  so  that  my  figures  only  show  the  approx¬ 
imate,  not  the  actual  amount  shipped.” 

The  same  thing  can  be  found  in  the  report  of  the  sec¬ 
retary  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  in  Denver.  For  years 
that  man  has  been  hammering  and  hammering  at  Denver 
that  he  might  arouse  them  to  the  importance  of  this  great 
question  and  of  the  immense  amount  of  money  that  they  are 
sending  out  of  their  state  every  year  for  poultry.  The  Col¬ 
orado  State  Poultry  Show  is  now  in  session  at  Denver.  The 
associated  press  dispatches  in  this  morning’s  paper  tell  us 
that  one  million  dollars  was  sent  last  year  out  of  the  city  of 
Denver  for  poultry  and  eggs  into  the  cities  of  Iowa  and 
Nebraska.  Colorado  interests  are  being  used  to  build  up 
industries  in  other  states.  Says  the  secretary,  “If  last  year 
Denver  sent  a  million  of  dollars  out  of  her  own  city  and  out 
of  our  own  state,  is  it  not  time  that  we  arouse  ourselves? 
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We  must  have  the  same  law  Nebraska  has.  We  must  de¬ 
mand  of  our  lawmakers  what  Nebraska  has  demanded.” 

It’s  hardly  worth  your  while  that  we  detain  you  longer 
tonight  by  any  more  details.  Enough  has  been  given  to 
show  that  the  hen  and  her  product  is  worthy  of  far  more 
consideration  from  the  outside  world  than  the  subject  is  re¬ 
ceiving  today.  It  is  a  question  upon  which  the  wisdom  and 
ability  of  men  interested  in  building  up  permanent  indus¬ 
tries  can  well  be  directed.  It  is  gratifying  to  know  that  this 
subject  is  receiving  more  and  more  attention  each  year 
with  the  view  of  securing  practical  results. 

I  knowr,  without  their  telling  me,  that  I  voice  the  senti¬ 
ments  of  this  poultry  association  when  I  send  out  to  you 
their  unconcealed  enthusiasm  for  the  part  they  are  willing 
to  take  in  furthering  this  great  work  of  making  the  true 
value  of  the  poultry  interest  more  thoroughly  known  and 
appreciated  by  the  people  of  this  land.  Some  things  re¬ 
quire  a  long  pull  and  a  strong  pull  before  they  are  firmly 
placed  on  the  plane  the}7  deserve.  Did  you  ever  hear  any¬ 
body  say,  “We’ll  have  to  go  down  to  congress  and  ask  them 
for  money  to  buy  corn  for  us  to  feed  our  poultry  one  year? 
or  that  we’ll  have  to  ask  them  to  give  us  a  bounty  of  one 
cent  a  dozen  upon  eggs,  or  five  cents  per  head  upon  each 
chicken  raised  that  the  poultry  industry  may  be  fairly  placed 
upon  its  feet?”  Ah,  no  !  poultry  men  do  not  have  to  do  that 
kind  of  work,  but  rather,  they  go  to  our  legislatures  and 
beg  for  the  privilege  of  standing  alone.  They  do  not  say, 
“Men  come  to  oui;  rescue  that  this  infant  industry  may  not  be 
crowded  out  of  our  land”  ;  nor  ask  for  fostering  bounties.  T  he 
work  is  steadily  progressing.  More  and  more  the  agricul¬ 
tural  world  is  awakening  to  the  fact  that  the  hen  has  a  truly 
commercial  value.  As  a  part  of  the  great  agricultural  in¬ 
terests  of  this  splendid  commonwealth  of  Nebraska  this 
industry  needs  no  moralist,  standing  on  the  street  corner 
day  by  day,  prating  about  the  commercial  value  of  the  hen. 
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The  poultry  breeders  have  stood  almost  alone,  save  the  en¬ 
couragement  they  have  received  from  our  excellent  State 
Board  of  Agriculture.  The  storms  of  the  past  have  at  times 
been  severe.  There  was  a  time  when  they,  like  the  willow, 
when  the  storm  came,  had  to  bend  down  ;  but  as  the  storm 
blew  over  they  could  again  raise  their  heads.  But  now 
the  poultry  men  are  like  the  monarch  oak.  They  stand  and 
will  stand  with  an  unyielding  resistance,  claiming  their 
right  for  recognition  along  with  the  other  industries  of  our 
land.  Thus  remaining  firm  in  their  belief,  the  poultry  men 
of  this  state  believe  that  the  time  is  coming  when  the  great 
commercial  value  of  this  industry  will  be  recognized  !  as  it 
ought  by  the  proper  departments  of  state  and  nation,  and 
this  great  industry  enjoy  the  sunshine  of  prosperity.  The 
gathering  of  these  statistics  and  the  setting  forth  of  the  true 
commercial  value  of  the  poultry  industry  is  a  condition  and 
not  a  theory,  for  in  our  state  poultry  industry  is  permanently 
established. 

i 

There  are  other  directions  in  which  we  might  discuss 
the  commercial  value  of  the  hen.  As  a  health  preserver,  as 
a  strength  giver,  and  in  addition  to  that  she  stands  as  one 
of  the  great  scavengers  of  our  land.  Her  value  in  gather¬ 
ing  up  the  waste  matter  around  the  millions  of  homes  will 
never  be  fully  known,  but  we’ll  not  enlarge  upon  this  phase 
of  the  commercial  value. 

In  closing,  let  me  congratulate  the  members  of  the 
association  upon  the  bright  prospects  before  us.  I  believe 
that  these  statistics  will  be  gathered  in  quite  a  practical 
form.  So  much  so,  at  least,  that  you  will  not  have  to  have 
a  preacher  come  and  tell  you  what  the  hen  is  worth  to  our 
land,  because  I  know  that  somehow  or  other  there  is  a 
strange  commingling  of  thought  in  the  mind  of  the  average 
individual  in  regard  to  what  a  preacher  knows  about  hens. 
The  average  individual  says,  “What  does  a  preacher  know 
about  a  hen,  anyway,  until  its  head  is  off  and  the  feathers 
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removed  and  all  properly  singed  and  well  roasted,  or 
broiled,  or  boiled,  and  then  placed  upon  the  table?  ’  While 
it  may  be  true  that  they  are  good  judges,  indeed,  ot  the 
fowls,  I  think  that  the  preachers  show  most  excellent  judg¬ 
ment  in  the  fact  that  they  are  willing  to  take  such  choice 
morsels  for  their  food.  There’s  only  one  thing  I  have  to 
say  in  extenuation  of  the  fact  that  they  are  great  eaters,  is 
that  they  cannot  begin  to  eat  with  the  common  individuals 
around  them.  There  is  one  thing  that  the  careful  observer 
cannot  help  but  notice.  When  they  sit  down  to  the  table 
together  the  ordinary  individual  is  generally  there  still  eat¬ 
ing  when  the  preacher  is  through. 

You’ll  find  as  we  go  on  in  this  great  poultry  work, 
when  the  statistics  shall  have  been  completely  gathered, 
that  we’ll  not  have  to  stand  and  talk  for  one  hour  in  our 
conventions  that  we  may  indeed  show  that  this  is  a  great 
industry.  And  in  the  years  that  are  to  come,  as  the  boys 
and  girls  will  follow  in  our  footsteps,  enter  the  libraries  of 
our  nation,  they’ll  not  have  to  say,  “We  can  find  books  on 
the  horse,  cattle  and  swine,  but  nothing  on  the  poultry.” 
No,  these  times  will  be  changed,  and  there  will  be  found 
standing  side  by  side,  on  the  same  shelf,  many  books  touch¬ 
ing  upon  this  industry.  And  those  who  read  the  completed 
statistics  will  wonder  how  the  industry  could  have  been  so 
long  neglected,  and  they’ll  say  still  further,  “How  far 
behind  the  times  our  fathers  were  that  they  did  not  gather 
the  statistics  and  let  the  people  know  what  they  were 
doing.”  Men  and  women,  here  tonight,  interested  as  you 
are  in  the  poultry  work  in  our  state,  let  it  be  your  earnest 
resolve  that  this  great  industry  shall  be  fully  known  and 
placed  alongside  with  that  which  men  are  doing  in  the  other 
industries  in  our  land.  Don’t  be  afraid  to  speak  about  your 
industry.  Success  will  come  because  you  will  constantly 
advertise  and  re-advertise  your  work.  Crowd  the  subject 
with  all  the  power  you  possess  to  the  front,  just  as  those 
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interested  in  the  other  industries  of  our  land  are  constantly 
crowding  their  industries  to  the  front,  The  results  will  be 
astonishing. 

Following  the  address  of  Mr.  Ludden,  Treasurer  Arm¬ 
strong  presented  an  informal  statement  of  the  receipts  and 
expenditures  to  date,  but,  owing  to  the  incomplete  account 
of  the  business  of  the  exhibition,  the  following  was  adopted  : 

Resolved,  That  the  treasurer  be  instructed  to  make  a 
full  report  to  the  board  of  directors  at  their  next  regular 
meeting,  and  that  the  board  have  power  to  audit  same. 

In  order  to  obviate  similar  difficulties,  the  following 
resolution  was  adopted  : 

Resolved,  That  article  4  of  the  by-laws  be  amended  by 
inserting  after  the  words  “current  year,”  the  following : 
“The  current  year  shall  end  with  the  opening  day  of  the 
annual  exhibition.” 

Judge  F.  H.  Shellebarger,  of  Letts,  Iowa,  then  ad¬ 
dressed  the  association.  Mr.  Shellebarger  spoke  as  fol¬ 
lows  : 

Mr.  Chairman ,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen : 

I  would  like  you  to  understand  that  I  am  no  public 
speaker.  I  am  also  very  sorry  that  I  have  had  no  time  or 
opportunity  to  think  of  my  subject,  “Premiums,  Entries, 
Etc”.  I  shall,  however,  speak  of  what  I  have  noticed  while 
here.  In  the  first  place,  a  great  many  exhibitors  fail  to 
make  their  entries  as  early  as  they  should  in  order  that  the 
secretary  may  have  his  books  in  shape  to  carry  the  work 
along.  Frequently  the  entries  come  on  the  day  that  the 
show  opens,  and  in  order  to  keep  up  with  the  work, 
extra  help  has  to  be  called  in.  This  has  been  one  trouble 
with  the  exhibition  here.  Many  entries  come  in  late,  and 
this  results  in  keeping  the  premiums  off  the  coops  for  so 
long  that  a  great  many  who  visit  the  exhibition  are  unable 
to  tell  which  are  the  premium  birds.  I  think  it  would  be 
well  for  the  associations  in  the  west  to  pattern  after  the 
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eastern  associations  somewhat.  These  associations  in  the 
east  close  their  entries  about  six  days  prior  to  the  opening 
of  the  exhibition,  and  this  gives  the  secretary  ample  time  to 
have  everything  ready. 

The  public  then  have  the  benefit  of  knowing  where 
the  premium  birds  are.  So  far  as  premiums  are  concerned, 

I  will  say  that  the  benefit  to  be  derived  from  premiums  does 
not  stop  with  the  show.  The  poultry  fanciers  all  over  the 
country  refer  to  the  premiums  won  at  the  different  exhibi¬ 
tions,  and  it  gives  the  breeder  an  advertisement  that  can  be 
given  in  no  other  way.  In  your  exhibition  you  have  many 
choice  birds — birds  that  would  do  credit  to  any  show  in  the 
United  States.  Many  of  your  birds  are  superior  to  any 
shown  at  the  World’s  Fair  Poultry  Exhibition.  Of  all  the 
exhibitions  I  have  attended  I  do  not  know  ot  any  where 
there  were  more  choice  birds  for  the  number  exhibited  than 
in  your  present  exhibition.  I  must  say  that  I  am  very 
much  surprised  to  find  the  poultry  men  ot  Nebraska  so 
largely  interested  in  fancy  poultry.  I  must  also  confess 
that  Iowa  is  a  little  in  the  background — or  at  least  my 
experience  leads  me  to  believe  that  we  are  not  up  to  you  in 
this  work.  We  raise  a  large  amount  of  market  poultry  in 
Iowa,  and  we  have  a  great  many  poultry  fanciers,  but  our 
fanciers  do  not  manifest  as  great  an  interest  in  the  work  as 
they  do  here  in  Nebraska.  I  am  very  sorry  that  I  am  not 
able  to  entertain  you  this  evening  on  the  subject  assigned 
me,  but  I  had  no  opportunity  to  prepare  an  address  before 
coming  here,  and,  as  you  know,  I  have  had  a  big  job  on  my 
hands  in  passing  upon  my  share  of  these  entries  as  one  of 
your  judges.  But  I  am  glad  to  state  that  I  have  had  a  very 
pleasant  time  at  your  exhibition  and  thoroughly  enjoy  the 
convention  feature  and  leel  that  I  have  profited  by  my  stay 
among  you. 

President  L#e welling  at  this  point  called  Vice-President 
Osterhout  to  the  chair,  and  spoke  as  follows  : 
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Mr.  President,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen : 

The  committee  on  program  assigned  to  me  the  subject, 
“The  Amateur,”  but  really,  I  have  had  no  opportunity  to 
prepare  either  a  paper  or  an  address  upon  this  subject.  To 
my  mind  I  consider  this  a  great  subject,  the  fancier  and  his 
work  upon  the  farm.  I  do  not  wish  to  make  any  excuse 
tonight,  further  than  to  state,  as  many  of  you  know,  that  I 
have  been  sick  or  have  had  sickness  in  my  family  almost 
the  entire  winter.  Without  any  attempt  to  speak  upon  this 
subject,  before  taking  my  seat  I  want  to  say  a  word  con¬ 
cerning  our  secretary.  For  one  I  am  not  willing  to  close 
this  convention  without  stating  the  circumstances  to  this 
people,  so  that  you  all  might  know  just  how  this  show  hap¬ 
pened  to  come  to  Kearney.  There  has  been  great  credit 
and  honor  given  me  in  this  convention,  by  the  members  of 
this  association  ;  far  more,  it  seems  to  me,  than  has  been 
due  me,  and  beside  that  a  present  has  been  given  me  which 
I  value  far  more  than  any  present  I  ever  received.  Coming 
as  this  present  did,  some  of  you  probably  have  a  slight  idea 
of  how  I  felt  at  that  time  ;  but  I  want  to  say  that  I  had 
nothing  to  do  with  the  locating  of  this,  our  tenth  annual  ex¬ 
hibition,  and  our  first  convention  since  the  law  was  passed 
giving  us  the  right  of  incorporation.  The  idea  of  removing 
the  exhibition  from  Lincoln  originated  with  our  secretary, 
at  least  he  was  the  first  who  broached  the  subject  to  me. 
We  discussed  it  in  our  private  interviews,  but  it  looked  like 
a  big  undertaking  to  go  to  any  other  city.  There  had  been 
an  experiment  of  this  kind  made  only  recently  in  holding 
an  exhibition  at  Omaha  which  was  one  of  the  greatest  fail¬ 
ures  ever  made  in  the  way  of  poultry  exhibitions  in  our 
state.  Early  in  the  fall,  Secretary  Lemen  hired  a  substitute 
to  take  his  place  on  the  mail  route,  and  purchased  a  ticket 
for  Kearney.  He  came  out  here  and  found  a  few  fanciers 
who  gave  him  a  hearty  welcome  and  seemed  to  take  great 
interest  in  the  location  of  your  show  in  your  midst.  He 
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wrote  me  of  his  success,  and  some  ot  your  tancieis  wrote  me 
urging  us  to  come  here.  We  came.  ^  ou  know  the  result. 
We  have  had  the  greatest  possible  time,  it  seems  to  me.  We 
have  been  highly  entertained  in  your  city.  When  we  leave 
we  shall  carry  away  love  and  friendship  and  warm  feelings 
for  Kearney,  which  would  not  have  existed  had  it  not  been 
for  Secretary  Lemen’s  eflort  in  locating  the  show  heie. 
Secretary  Lemen  has  had  a  great  deal  of  sickness  in  his 
family  during  the  past  year,  but  he  has  performed  most 
faithfully  the  duties  of  secretary,  and  was  greatly  pleased 
and  felt  highly  complimented  last  evening  when  you  in¬ 
structed  your  president  to  cast  the  vote  of  the  association 
thus  re-electing  him  unanimously  as  secretary  for  another 
year.  This  shows  appreciation  ot  the  work  he  has  done,  but 
this  is  not  enough.  He  has  performed  the  lion  s  share  of 
the  work  that  has  made  our  show  a  success.  Now  I  am  not 
going  to  ask  the  Kearney  people  to  do  any  more  than  they 
have  alreadv  done  ;  but  I  want  you  to  notice  what  the  re¬ 
sult  of  this  show  will  be.  My  prediction  is  that  Kearney  is 
now  thoroughly  alive  on  the  subject  of  poultry  and  that  she 
will  soon  have  a  poultry  association  of  her  own,  and  here¬ 
after  will  have  annual  exhibitions  of  poultry,  and  will  not 
need  the  assistance  of  the  state  association  in  order  to  have 
a  successful  exhibition  every  year.  In  closing,  Mr.  Presi¬ 
dent,  I  offer  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  our  association  show  its  appreciation  of 
Secretary  Lemen’s  services  by  paying  him  out  of  any  funds 
not  otherwise  appropriated  the  sum  of  $50.00. 

In  explanation  of  the  above  resolution  I  wish  to  state 
that  not  one  cent  of  the  state  appropriation  can  be  used  as  a 
salary  for  any  of  our  officers.  Whatever  is  paid  them  must 
be  from  funds  otherwise  created.  I  do  not  want  the  im¬ 
pression  to  get  out  that  we  labored  in  the  legislature  tor  an 
appropriation  simply  that  we  might  pay  salaries  to  oui 
officers.  The  secretary  and  treasurer  are  the  only  officers 
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we  have  who  will  ever  receive  a  salary,  and  I’ll  say  that  the 
treasurer  would  not  accept  a  salary,  were  it  not  to  comply 
with  the  requirements  of  the  law,  and  his  salary  is  only 
$1.00  per  year. 

The  resolution  carried  unanimously.  The  president 
resumed  the  chair  and  announced  that  the  convention  had 
completed  its  regular  program  and  all  business  committed 
to  its  care.  The  reading  and  correcting  of  minutes  was 
then  attended,  and  the  Nebraska  State  Poultry  Association 
adjourned  sine  die. 

After  the  adjournment  those  greatly  interested  in  poul¬ 
try  in  Kearney  tendered  the  members  of  the  association  a 
farewelll  meeting  at  the  home  of  H.  H.  Stoddard,  Esq.  A 
most  enjoyable  musical  program  was  rendered,  refreshments 
were  served,  speeches  were  made  by  Mayor  Brady,  Presi¬ 
dent  Kewelling,  Rev.  L.  P.  Ludden  and  others. 


